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MISCELLANY. 


VOYAGE OF THE ASTROLABE IN THE AS- 
IATIC ARCHIPELAGO. 


For four months past, since our departure from Am- 
boyna our operations have been attended by an almost 
uninterrupted good fortune; and we have been en- 
abled to achieve a mass of labors, at least double in 
amount what we could reasonably have ventured to: 
hope. The rapid summary which I am about to lay 
befere you, will prove that this statement is not exag- 
gerated. 

On the 18th of February, we quitted the anchorage 
of Amboyna, where we had been so frankly received ; 
and steered for the Banda islands, with a double view 
of getting a glimpse at its famous nutmeg plantations, 
and paying our respects to the Governor of the Mo- 
luccas, then on a tour of inspection throughout this 
little archipelago, On the 2Ist we anchored in the 
penty channel which divides Bandar-Bessar from 

anda-Neirei; and here civilities and attentions were 
heaped on us by the Governor and President. The 
former, Colonel Stuers, well able to appreciate the 
objects of our mission, enriched our collections with 
some valuable additions; and was kind enough, be- 
sides, in a delightful excursion, to show us the superb 
plantations which constitute the riches of these islands, 
and explained to us the different processes which the , 
nutmeg undergoes, ere it is sent to the metropolitan | 
market. 

With hosts so obliging, the time passed rapidly | 
away; but on the 25th I again sailed, and having, 
reached the southern coast of Ceram, we made a sur- | 
vey of it, as well as of that of the islands of Kessing, 
Ceram-Laut, Coram, Tenimbas, Malta-Bella, Mana- 
Wolka, and Fosva, all so vaguely laid down on the | 
best charts. , Pursuing our course eastward, we then | 
examined the high lands of New Guinea, from the | 
southwestern point, a distance-of about 80 leagues, as 
far as the river Outanata. Thence, turning south- 
ward, we steered for Torres’ Straits to see if the close 
of the western monsoon would allow of our passing 
through it. In proportion, however, as we advanced 
eastward, the wind gradually lulled and shifted. We 
reached Cape Walloch notwithstanding, and examined 
it, at a distance of nine or ten miles—though havin 
but a few feet of water beneath our keel, the lead giv 
ing a depth of four fathoms only. As it was evident 
that the calms and variable breezes which we expe- 
rienced, announced the speedy failure of the monsoon, 
I abandoned all idea of pushing further eastward, and 
determined without more delay to regain the ground 
which I had lost in the west. For nearly a fortnight 
-we had to contend against 4 succession of squalls and 
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hurricanes most fatiguiiig for the crews; but I had 
every reason to congratulate myself on the resolution 
which I had adopted. It is greatly to be doubted 
whether the two corvettes could have escaped de- 
struction, had we been involved in the difficulties of 
the strait, titider such circumstances. 

At length, on the 27th of March, the ships came to 
a secure anchorage at the extremity of the vast bay of | 
Raffles. At this spot, the English founded an estab- 
lishment some years ago; which, however, they soon 
afterwards abandoned, and of which we saw the ruins. 
Although incessantly worried and tormented by mos- 

uitoes, flies, and gnats, the week which I devoted to 

is station was turned to profitable account; and the 
mass of our observations and materials gained greatly 
by this interval of rest—the rather that no French ves- 





sel had ever before touched at this portion of Austi‘a- 


lia. Two days after our arrival, we were surprised | 


by the visit of an English boat, with some officers on 


board. They informed us that they had been made 
acquainted with the fact of our presence in Raffles 
Bay, by the Bughis employed in the Trepang fishery ; 
and added that the English had, within the last six 
months, founded a new establishment at Port Essing- 
ton, a few leagues to the westward of our anchorage, 
under the direction of Captain Sir Gordon Bremer, of 
the navy. I promised that, wind permitting, we 
would pay a hasty visit to their Governor. Accord- 
ingly, on the 6th of April, we quitted Raffles Bay; 
and, some hours afterwards, cast anchor in the fine 
basin of Port Essington, distant about three miles from 
the infant city of Victoria. On the following day, I 

aid a visit to Captain Bremer—an officer whose ur- 

anity, gentleness of character, and noble simplicity 
of manners, create a singular prepossession in his favor. 
He seems animated by a zeal so ardent, and a resolu- 
tion so determined for the success of his rising colony, 
and has been so successful in inspiring his subordi- 
nates with the same sentiments, that England may be 
content to abandon her project, if it should fail in his 
hands. In respect of climate, advantages of position, 
and, above all, the nature of the soil, Port Essington 
is far from presenting so much promise as the English 
have found at other points of Australia—such as Port 
Jackson, Hobart Town, King George’s Sount, and 
even Swan River. Yet I must frankly declare that 
an establishment, of any kind, on this coast, will be a 
great benefit to vessels destined for the passage of 
Torres’ Strait. Atthe very least, they will be able to 
reckon, after this dangerous navigation, on a place of 
refuge and refreshmentand, in case of misfortune, an 
asyluin and certain aid: Judging by the labors which 


| they have already executed, too, the sailors and sol- 


diers of the Alligator, destined for the service of this 
colony, have, in the short period of six months, turned 
their time to excellent account. On the morning of 
the 7th of April, I received on board the Astrolabe 
the worthy Captain Bremer and some of his officers, 
and, then, having taking such leave of them as one 
might of old friends, at noon, I weighed anchor, steer- 
ing to the north 


As I had already announced to you, in my report 
from Amboyna, my object from that time bes heen to 
turn to the most useful account the remainder of the 

age, by divers labors in the Moluccas and ainongst 
the Philippine islands. At this period of the year, to 
have sought to enter once more into the Oceana, by 
sailing round New Holland, would have been to waste 
the remaining time with scarcely the hope of any pro- 
fitable result; two months, or thereabouts, must have 
been allowed for reaching Hobart Town; and two 
more for the stoppage there and the navigation to New 
Zealand—where I should have found myself in the 
midst of winter, and consequently unable to execute 
any thing useful either to hydrography or natural his- 


| tory. Add two months more for visiting some of the 


Polynesian archipelagos—and we should have six 
months wasted, to no end save that of ploughing an 
immense tract of ocean, without deriving therefrom 
any harvest, 


By the riovel route which I purposed to follow, at 
each step, mines fruitful for exploration, in every 
kind, presented themselves; which offered only the 
difficulty of choice, and the regret that we could not 
work them all. The event has even surpassed my 
expectations. Thanks to 2 fortunate concurrence of 
circumstances, I have beet able, in three months, to 
enrich the expedition with a mass of facts, materials, 
and pbservations, already exceeding all that I should 
have anticipated for the entire remainder of the voy- 
age, had I pereued the other course. And I have 
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now, in addition, six or eight months before me, to 
add to all this mass of acquisition. 

From the 12th to 21st of April, we employed our- 
selves in the complete expioration of the entire west- 
ern cluster of the Arroo group of islands, hitherto so 
little known, and whose outline, on the maps, is en- 
tirely incorrect.* We spent three days more at the 
anchorage of the harbor of Dobo, between the islands 
of Wama and Wakain—a time which was, in every 
way, productively employed. We were in daily and 
friendly intercourse with the natives of these islands, 


as well as with the numerous and industrious horde of 


the Bughis of Macassar, temporarily established at 
Dobo for their commerce. 

On the southern point of Wakam, I discovered, and 
visited with interest, the ruins of the ancient Dutch 
fort, and of the buildings which surround it. By their 
nature and extent, these ruins attest that the estab- 
lishment must have been one of considerable impor- 
tance. Now, however, wall, ramparts, tombs, foun- 
tains, are all beginning to disappeer beneath a thick 
veil of herbs, shrubs, and a plants, which are 
rapidly invading the soil formerly occupied by man. 
¥et, forty years, at most, are all that have passed 
since this spot was wholly abandoned. 

On the 22d, we reappeared on the southern coast of 
New Guinea, for the purpose of supplying certain 
blanks, which contrary winds and fogs had compelled 
me to leave in our labors of the previous month. On 
this occasion, too, I was enabled to carry the two cor- 
vettes to the extremity of the great Triton Bay—to 
the very spot where the Dutch recently attempted an 
establishment, which they abandoned about three years 

o. Forhere it is, in front of the Arroo islands, near 
the island of Wessels, and not on the river Dourga, as 
has been stated in print, that the fort Dubus was plant- 
ed. A triangular space in the forest, a little less in- 
cumbered than the ground around, alone indicated, in 
the distance, to our curious eyes, the spot where the 
colony had been. Near at hand, a small jetty, a fur- 
nace in masonry, and some half-carbonised relics of a 
palisade, are the only material traces of the labors of 
man. A vegetation of incredible activity wraps the 
spots which had been recently cleared; and, already, 
at several points, trees have acquired an elevation of 
from 20 to 25 feet, in the short space of three years. 
With the exception of the marshy banks of the river, 
the ground which surrounds the Triton Bay is hilly 
and covered with forests—so thick, and st gas so 
interlaced, that it is neither easy nor agreeable to walk 
there. Nevertheless, the short space of time that we 
spent there, added greatly to our collections in natural 
history, and the charts there made will be of much 
value to the navigation. 

On the 30th of April we quitted Triton Bay. The 
following day, we explored a spacious bay, almost 
contiguous, on the west, and completely unknown till 
we visited it. Then, favored by a prosperous breeze, 
we minutely examined the whole of that portion of 
New Guinea, which is comprised between the south- 
western point and the entrance to Maclure’s inlet. 
This portion of the coast is much varied, and cut into 
vast indentures, which must include admirable an- 
chorages. It will offer a grand subject of exploration 
for any mission whose special object may be the geo- 
graphy of this great country. 


- For myself, anxious to take advantage of a fair 
wind, to fulfil with honor the more extended plan com- 
mitted to me, I hastened to steer for the beautiful is- 
land of Ceram, and, on the 6th of May, we anchored 
near its eastern point, in the bay of Waroo—where we 
spent three days, which were turned to good account. 
Afterwards, we traced in detail all the northern coast 


of the long island of Ceram, as far as the strait of 


Booro. The northern coast of Booro was also ex- 
plored, as well as the southern portion of Booton— 

* The western side is well known, and a chart of that 
sea was last year published by the Admiralty—Ep, 
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and, finally, all the south part of Celebes, from Salayer 
to Macassar. I should observe, by the way, that none 
of these countries had been accurately traced before 
our time. 

At length, on the 22d of May, we anchored in the 
pleasant road of Macassar, where we spent five days 
—to enable us to regulate our chronometers. The at 
tentions of M. Bousquet, governor of Celebes, and of 
his lady, contributed to render our sojourn here - 0 
able—at the same time that this sojourn furnished fur- 
ther fruits to the expedition. No French ship-of-war 
had ever before appeared in the road of Macassar, and 
we shall be the first to give a detailed plan of it and 
its approaches. 

No doubt you will observe with pleasure, as I have 
done, the unwearying kindness, the friendly solicitude, 
and generous proceedings displayed towards us by 
the Dutch authorities eksoneet we have shown our- 
seives, and wherever we have rested; and I ought to 
acquaint you that, independently of their naturally 
friendly dispositions, there is yet another motive in- 
ducing them to redoubled kindness and consideration 
towards the members of our mission. These courte- 
sies I owe to the advantage which I possess of being 
able to bring under their notice the magnificent atlas 
of the last expedition of the Astrolabe. The exhibi- 
tion of those great labors, published in so splendid a 
form, excites their unceasing admiration. All who 
see them are compelled to confess that the nation ca- 
pable of producing such monuments, and freely con- 
ferring them on the public, without restriction of any 
kind, in favor of mystery, or of private interests, is in 
truth a great and liberal nation. It is an admission 
that even the enlightened English are compelled to 
make, spoiled as they are by their exclusive preju- 
dices in favor of their own nation. They have noth- 
ing like this to show.* To this we are indebted for 
the emulous kindness on their part, the friendly 
anxiety to assist us with all the means of success 
which we could desire—in a word, the honorable 
wish to co-operate, as far as their position furnishes 
the wd potent in an enterprise consecrated to the 
general well-being of humanity, and to the progress 
of universal knowledge, far more than to any consi- 
dération of political gain or of national interest. 

On the 29th of May, we quitted Macassar; and, on 
the Ist of June, anchored before Cape Salatan, the 
southern point of the immense island of Borneo. On 
the 2d, the two long-boats were despatched to the 
coast, with the naturalists and several officers—where 
they spent the whole of the day. Our provisions were 
now nearly exhausted, and, therefore, as early as the 
3d, 1 sailed for Batavia direct, where I anchored in 
the afternoon of the 8th. 


It will surprise you that, after a continued naviga- 
tion of more than five months, amongst the Moluccas, 
after having visited many countries reputed unhealthy 
—such as New Guinea, Arroo, Ceram, and Macassar 
—and more piped after the prodigious labors 
achieved as well at anchor as in sailing, our two ships 
should have arrived at Batavia in good health. Such, 
however, has been the case: not a man has been 

laced on the sick list; all are gay, contented, and 
appy in appearance. Notwithstanding the important 
operations which I yet contemplate, r flatter myself 
with the hope that all will be permitted to revisit their 
country, safe and sound, at the expiration of about 15 
months from this time. I have succeeded in procur- 








* What the “‘ enlightened English” do, or have done, 
cannot affect the merit of the French Government. As, 
however, Captain Dumont d’Urville has been pleased 
to institute a comparison, we may be allowed to observe, 
that the English have, during the period referred to, sur- 
veyed the Eastern and Western shores of Africa, the 
Eastern and Western shores of America, and the whole 
of Australia ; while “the magnificent atlas of the As- 
trolabe ” does not contain 500 miles of newly explored 
coast.—Ep. 
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ing here, through the house of Lagnier and Borell, 
and at moderate prices, all the provisions which we 
wanted—such as biscuit, flour, wine, arrack, vegeta- 
bles and other articles of less importance. Our ex- 
penses will still, therefore, be very moderate. I pur- 
pose sailing again on the 19th of June—making the 
straits of Banka and Durion, a pene four or five 
days at Singapore, where I will discharge your com- 
mission to the President of the Chamber of Commerce. 
Afterwards, I shall direct my course to Sambas, and 
thence to Sambouangen. From that point my course 
must be dependent on the period at which I shall ar- 
rive there. Should the season still permit, I shall're- 
enter the Pacific Ocean, there to make new explora- 
tion :—if not, I shall proceed to pass some days at 
Manilla, and perhaps at Macao; and shall return with 
the northeastern monsoon. In the latter case, our 
voyage may agro | be abridged two or three months ; 
in the former, it will extend over the entire period of 
three years, on which I had originally reckoned on 
quitting France.—London Atheneum. 


EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
Copy of a letter received at the Navy Department: 
U.S. Suip VINCENNES, 
Matavia Bay, Sept. 15, 1839. 

Srr: I have the honor to report my arrival at this 
anchorage after a passage of sixty days from Callao; 
having been employed in examining and surveying 
many of the islands to the northward and eastward ; 
and take leave to submit the following report of the 
operations of the Exploring squadron, under my com- 
mand, since my report dated at Callao on the Ist of 
July last. 

e sailed from Callao on the 13th of July, after 
completing our supplies of stores and outfits, having 
been much expedited by the facilities and kind atten- 
tion of Capt. McKeever, in command of the U.S. ship 
Falmouth. 

We steered a westerly course through the trade 
wind, with fine weather. On our track we passed 
over the location assigned to an island, as laid down 
on Arrowsmith’s chart, but saw nothing of it, or any 
appearance of Jand in the vicinity. 

On our route, daily observations were made of the 
deep sea temperature and dip. We made the island 
Clermont de Tonnin on the 13th of August, of which 
we completed a survey, and ascertained the longitude 
of its southeast point to be 136 deg. 21 min. 12 sec. 
west, and latitude 18 deg. 32 min. 49 sec. south. 

From thence we proceeded to Serle island, the dis- 
tance from Clermont de Tonnin being 27 miles. Here, 
again, we made a careful survey of the island; find- 
ing its southeast Pye in longitude 137 deg. 4 min. 
10 sec. west, and latitude 18 deg. 21 min. 10 sec. 
south. 

We saw nothing of Minerva island. 

We then proceeded to the northward, toward the 
Disappointment group of Byron, and in our way fell 
in with Hondon island, (which was uninhabited, ) 
and found its southeast point in longitude 138 deg. 47 
min. 36 sec.; latitude 14 deg. 55 min. 40 sec. fom 

From thence to Wyhite, one of the Disappointment 

roup, the northwest point of which we found in 141 

eg. 17 min. 24 sec. west longitude, and 14 deg. 10 
min. 30 sec. south latitude. We surveyed the island, 
and had communication with the natives. From 
thence we steered to the second island, Otooho, and 
found the longitude of its centre to be 141 deg. 29 
min. 50 sec. west, and latitude 14 deg. 3 min. 20 sec. 
south. After which we again steered to the south- 
ward for Ravaka, laying to at night, owing to the dan- 
gerous navigation; and on the 30th of August we 
made an island to the northward of Rarika, not laid 
down on any chart, which I named King’s island, 
from the name of one of the crew of this ship, who 
first discovered it from aloft. We-made a survey of 
it, and found the longitude of its centre to be 144 deg. 
37 min. 45 sec. west, and latitude 15 deg. 44 min. 10 
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sec. south. We landed, but could find no inhabitants, 
although there were appearances of the pearl fishery 
having been carried on 3 the natives. 

From thence we visited Rarika, and made a survey 
of it; the longitude of the entrance to its lagoons is 144 
deg. 57 min. 52 sec. west, latitude 16 deg. 5 min. 30 
sec. south. We landed, and found the natives ve 
friendly. We took on board an Englishinan from this 
island, who had been left by a vessel engaged in the 
pearl fishery some time previous. 

To the westward, and in sight of Rarika, we dis- 
covered another large island, which is not laid down 
on any chart, which I named Vincennes island, after 
this ship; its southwest point is in longitude 145 deg. 
12 min. west, and latitude 16 deg. 39 sec. south; 
northwest point in longitude 145 deg. 18 min., latitude 
15 deg. 52 min. 40 sec. 

From thence we made Carls-Hoff, 28 miles to the 
westward, and in longitude 145 deg. 28 min. 36 sec. 
latitude 16 deg. 36 min. south, which, finding erron- 
ously laid down, we surveyed. 

From thence we made King George’s Group, and 
searched for the two islands to the westward of them, 
which have hitherto been considered doubtful, and 
were supposed to be the Waterland of Le-Marie. The 
northern island, Wilson, or Waterland, is in longitude 
146 deg. 5 min. 57 sec., latitude 14 deg. 26 min. west; 
these we surveyed, and having ascertained the exis- 


| tence of two islands, I named the second one Peacock 
| island, as that ship first made the signal of having dis- 


covered it; its longitude is 146 deg. 25 min. 37 sec. 
Here I had an opportunity 
of observing the eclipse of the sun. 

The squadron then separated: the Peacock passed 
to the Rurick chain of islands and along the south 
side of Prince of Wales island, the Vincennes taking 
the north side, the Porpoise and Flying Fish having 
been ordered to make investigations of islands in that 
vicinity. 

These islands have been carefully examined on all 
sides, which has resulted in detecting many errors of 
the charts and of former determinations. 

From thence we proceeded to Matea island, which 
we surveyed; and from thence direct to this anchor- 
age. 

“The explorations and surveys were made in the 
boats and vessels, frequently running with the vessels 
within a quarter or a half mile of the shore and coral 
reefs, and I am happy to inform you that, notwith- 
standing the dangerous navigation among these islands, 
we have escaped without accident, and I flatter my- 
self that I have carried into effect most fully all that 
part of your instructions referred to in the notes of 
Admiral Krusenstern, which were attached and form- 
ed a part of them. : 

No opportunity has been omitted to land upon the 
islands, and establish a friendly intercourse with the 
natives, and to make all possible observations and col- 
lections in the ditferent departments, all of which will 
be disposed of — to your instructions. 

On my arrival here, 1 was gratified to find that by 
observations had at Point Veners, J found my chrono- 
meters in error, only 1 min. and 3 secs. with the long- 
itude of that point. 

I shall remain here a few days to complete our 
observations, and procure a supply of wood, water, 
fresh provisions and vegetables for tne crew, and pro- 
ceed to carry out your further instructions with all 
despatch. 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
CHARLES WILKES, 
Commanding Exploring Expedition. 
To the Hon. J. K. Pautpine, eines 
Secretary of the Navy. 


LATEST FROM THE ExpiorinG ExPepITion.— 
Mr. B. C. Cutler, of Brooklyn, has received a letter 
from the Exploring Expedition, dated Matavia Bay, 
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island of Otaheite, Sept. 1st, 1839, and post marked | 500 feet, which is the length of the connecting wires, 
Woods’ Hole, Mass., 26th Jan. 1840. It 1s from Com-|and instantaneously on the circuit being completed 
mander Hudson, of the U. 8. ship Peacock, He speaks the explosion took place anil the effects were very re- 
of Capt. Wilkes and the officers and crew as being on! markable. At first the surface of the sea, which had 


shore. Nothing said of the missing vessel. The Ex-| before been perfectly smooth and calm, was violently 
pedition, at the date above mentioned, was on its way agitated by a sort of tremulons motion, which threw 
to the far South, being last from Callao and (we pre- it into small irergular waves, a few inches only in 
sume) the Sandwich islands. From the tenor of the height. This lasted for three or four seconds, when a 


Jetter it is inferred that the health of the squadron was | huge dome of water made its appearance, of a conical 
good.—Journal of Commerce. lor § 


or rather beehive shape. At first it appeared to rise 

ey d slowly but rapidly increased in height and size till it 

We have a letter, brought by a whale ship, from | reached the altitude of 28 or 30 feet, in a tolerably 
the Exploring Expedition, dated at Matavia Bay,' compact mass. It then fell down and produced a 
(Otaheite,) September 20, 1839, on board the U.S. | series of rings, which spread in all directions. The 
ship Peacock. All is well with the squadron, the of- first, or outer one of these, having the aspect of'a wave 
ficers of which have all been employed in surveying! several feet in height, curled and broke, as if it had 
the Low Archipelago, which was not then finished.— | been driven towards the shore. Neither the shock 
Glabe. “ ’ nor the sound was so great as had been expected by 
those who had witnessed the former explosions by 

FIRING BLASTS UNDER WATER BY GALVANISM.—| Colonel Pasley, where the quantity of powder was 
Mr. Bethell’s attention was directed to this subject in| only 45lbs.; but the effect produced on the water at 
1834, when engaged on experiments with his new) the surface, considering that the depth was 90 feet, 
diving dresses. It is frequently necessary to blow off) was truly astonishing. What the effect has been upon 
the upper decks of a wreck so as to get at a cargo) the wreck will not be fully ascertained by the divers 
with more facility. Great difficulty arose in igniting the | till the present spring tides are over, and the long pe- 
powder; and a fuze of cotton, steeped in spirits of wine | riods of slack water at the neaps enable the divers to 
and gunpowder, and inclosed in a caoutchouc tube,| remain for upwards of half an Dionne under water. In 
being both uncertain and expensive, the idea occurred | the meantime, it is highly satisfactory to know that 
of trying the galvanic battery. It is well known that| Colonel Pasley has completely established his com- 


when the ends of two copper wires leading from the| mand over the application of the voltaic battery to 
poles of a galvanic battery are connected with a! 

















piece of platinum or iron wire, the latter becomes 
red hot. To apply this method, the top of the tin 
canister which contains the charge is fitted with two 
copper wires, about six inches long, passing through 
a piece of cork, and connected at their lower ends by 
a piece of platinum or iron wire. ‘The canister being 
charged, the platinum or iron wire is pushed down in- 
to the middle of the charge, and the top of the canis- 
ter cemented on with putty. The wires are well 
coated with a non-conducting medium, as a mixture 
of rosin, wax and tallow, or caoutchouc, excepting 
at their lower end, where they are connected by the 
platinum, and atthe upper, where they are connected 
with the two long copper wires which proceed to the 
battery. These connecting wires; covered with cot- 
ton thread, are coated with caoutchouc varnish, and 
then tied together so as to form one rope. The diver 
having connected the wires of this rope with the 
wires of the canister, and uncoiled a sufficient length 
of rope, descends, and deposites the canister in the 
wreck or hole prepared for the blast, and returns to 
the surface. The other ends of the wire are then 
pe in the mercury cups of the galvanic battery, 
and the platinum wire becoming instantly red hot, 
the charge is exploded. There is not more than about 
six inches of the wire rope lost at each discharge. In 
quarries, any number of charges could be fired at the 
same instant, or in rapid succession; and this method 


possesses advantages over every other for the military | 


engineer, since any number of mines could be exploded 
at the same instant.—Locke’s New Era. 





BLOWING UP THE WRECK OF THE Royat Grorce 
at SprrHeaAD.—We learn with great satisfaction that 
Colonel Pasley, with the usual success which attends 
well directed perseverance, has at length succeeded in 
firing off one of his enormous sub-marine mines ot 
ey ott against the wreck of the Royal George, at 

pithead. At 2 o’clock on Monday afternoon, as we 
learn from our Portsmouth correspondent, a cylinder, 
containing 2,320lbs. of powder, was carefully lowered 
to the bottom, where it was placed alongside the most 
compact portion of the wreck which has not yet been 
discovered by the divers. This operation was eftect- 
ed by means of hauling lines rove through blocks at- 
tached to the bottom of the ship by the divers. When 


. every thing was ready, the vessel in which the voltaic 


battery was placed was drawn off to the distance of 


-sub-marine purposes, and that he can now with cer- 
tainty explode his charges at any depth of water. 
| This will give him the power of placing his cylinders 
‘against the most refractory parts of the wreck, and, 
| by blowing these to pieces, and dislocating the knees, 
| timbers, and beams, enable hii to draw the whole up, 
‘bit by bit, to the surface. Any person who has seen 
| the operation of breaking up a ship on land ‘knows 
| that this is the only way of going to work with a mass 
'so firmly bound together as a line of battle-ship, that 
even the action of een es of decay under 
water goes but a small way to disintegrate the parts. 
The manly perseverance of Colonel Pasley, therefore, 
we are well convinced, will, in the end, effectually 
clear the noble anchorage of Spithead of this extreme- 
ly troublesome obstruction.—London paper. 
BouNnDARIES OF THE BriTisH EMPIRE IN THE 
Easr.—Among the greatest phenomena in the history 
of. the world may, undoubtedly, be reckoned the 
British empire in the East Indies. This empire has, 
within a single century, risen from the humble rank 
of a trading factory to an emporium of more than 
100,000,000 of inhabitants, with an equal number, 
who, though under their own princes, still obey the 
British power; extends over 1,250.000 English square 
miles of the most fertile part of the surface of the 
earth, (from 8 deg. latitude to 35 deg, and 68 deg. 
‘longitude to 92 deg.,) and consequently contains a 





| polar latitude the same as from Messina to Turnea, 
and a breadth as from Lisbon to Smolensk, which 
shows that it cannot be compared with any thing in 
Europe, either as to size or Ss ge te any more 
than in ditierence of climate and temperature ; but 
tliat it must be compared with Europe itzelf. This 
empire has within its boundaries, the Gauts and 
Himaly mountains, always covered with ice, which 
rise, the former 13,000, the latter 27,000 feet above the 
level of the sea; it is intersected by rivers, each 
of which, like the Indus, Jumga, Sutledge, Ganges 
and Brahmapootra, ofiers a navigation of not less than 
1,200 tniles, and the two last mentioned during certain 
months, pour into the Bay of Bengal a mass of water 
containing more than 1,000,000,000 cubic feet in an 
hour. 

It has for its defence a standing army excellently 
disciplined, and considerably greater than that of 
Austria, anda revenue half as large as Russia. With- 
in its boundaries there are towns, which, like Calcutta, 
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have a population of a million; others which, like} The Hugh Boyle, of Baltimore, a schooner of 120 
Delhi, Agra, Benares, Lucno and Poona, reckon from | tons, sailed in the spring with 120 slaves on board. 
300,000 to 500,000 inhabitants; and others again,! She returned a short time since from Havana, and 
Madras and Bombay, which carry on a trade greater about the middle of October sailed again from the 
than that of ancient Carthage, Venice or Genoa, | Gallinas with a full cargo of slaves on board. 
during their most flourishing periods. It has kings} The Mary Ann Cassard was taken, fitted for the 
and vassals, with a greater number of subjects than slave trade, and sent into Sierra Leone by Lieuten- 
Naples, of dynasties older thanthe Bourbons, and the , ant Kellar, of H. B. M. brig Brisk. The court would 
Emperor of Hindoostan, the descendant of ‘Tamer-|not receive her, and Lieut. Keller was merged in 
lane, the great Mogul, still sits on his golden throne,!damages for violating the American flag. Two 
in Delhi, surrounded by all the grandeur of the East,} weeks after, she was taken with more than 200 
himself only a prisoner in the power of the British. | slaves. 
The Iago was taken up by the Termagant, and 
Royat ARSENAL, Woortwrtcn.—On Tuesday,'carried into Sierra Leone, completely fitted for 
twenty-six pieces of ordnance, thirty-two pound- slaves. The court refused to receive her. Not long 
ers, were proved at the butt, and they were all found, afterwards she was taken by the Saracen, just as she 
perfect. These handsomely constructed pieces were| was about to receive her slaves on board ; she had 
cast from the Royal Arsenal patterns introduced by made way with the American flag and papers, and 
Mr. Monk, and present a chaste and light appear-|had the Spanish up at the time, consequently she 
ance, combined with great strength. Compared with} was condemned and cut up. ; 
those formerly in use the saving of weight of metal is} The Euphrates, of Baltimore, taken by Lord F. 
considerable, there being a difference of 26 cwt. less Russell, delivered to me in July, and sent to Phila- 
in a thirty-two pounder on Mr. Monk’s plan, and the | delphia in August. 
experiments made at Walmer Castle during the sum-| The Jack Wilding, of Baltimore, schooner, Wm. 
mer have decided their superiority, as the most effec- | Young, commander, taken in British Acra, full cargo 
tive pieces ever introduced in the British army. A and 1100 deubloons, by H. B. M. brig Dolphin. 
piece of eight inches bore, from which a ball weigh-| The Waukeen, captured at New Cesters, in July. 
ing about oo was fired, carried a distance | Then under Spanish, but a short time before under 
of three miles and a quarter, and would, consequently, ! American colors, (of New Orleans. ) 
do great execution before our opponents could come| The Victoria, of New Orleans, on this coast during 
within the range of their differently constructed pie-| most of the summer, under American colors, doin 
ces of ordnance. Two large pieces, constructed from | business for the slavers. She sailed from here wit 
Mr. Monk’s patterns, weighing about 85 cwt., having about 400 slaves, and was captured under Spanish 
a bore of 10 inches, and carrying a ball of one ewt. a colors at St. Jago de Cuba, with 270 on board, the 
distance of upwards of three miles, have been labelled rest having perished. 
“‘ Vesuvius,” and two of the same calibre, “Strombo-| The Rebecca, of Baltimore, taken under Spanish 
li.” They are intended for two steamers about to colors and sent into Sierra Leone, and condemned. 
ply in the Indian Ocean, and will soon be removed Her American papers and flag were found on board 
from the Arsenal for their destination.— London Globe. of her, with a letter from her owner. J. Murphy, of 
| Baltimore, directing the captain how to proceed ; to 
The Admiralty have directed that in future all per- destroy the American colors and papers when the 
sons obtaining commissions in the Marine Corps slaves should be received, &c. 
shall, previous thereto, produce certificates of having; The George Cook, of Baltimore, Wm. Weems, 











been examined in and found competent in— ‘master, sailed in September from Kabendo, with 
Ist. Common and Decimal Arithmetic, | 320 slaves on board. 
2d. First Six Books of Euclid, | The Butterfly, American brigantine, captured in 
3d. Algebra, as far as Simple Equations, | British waters and carried into Sierra Leone. 
4th. A portion of Plain Trigonometry and the Use} My Boy, a schooner of New Orleans. Last year 
of Logarithms. ‘she sailed from the coast with a full cargo of slaves. 


These examinations are to be held at the Naval In October last she was captured at British Acra, 
College, Portsmouth, on the days that Midshipmen fitted for the slave trade, J. Harvey, master. 
and Naval Instructors are examifed.—United Service| Charleston, of Charleston, sailed from the Gallinas 
Gazette. ‘in January last with 300 slaves. : 
SLAVE TRADE. | Hyperion, of Baltimore, Wm. Hackland, master, 

The following is.a list of American vessels engaged some time on the coast under American colors; in 
in the slave trade on the west coast of Africa, during November, 1838, she was taken under Spanigfi colors 
the summer of 1839, whose names have been commu- | and condemned. 
nicated to the Secretary of the Navy by Thomas! Mary Cushing, of Baltimore, once taken, brought 
Buchanan, Governor of Liberia, and agent of the into Sierra Leone, and cleared on account of her 
United States Government for captured Africans: | American character; in October, 1839, she was cap- 

The Venus, of Baltimore, a ship of 466 tons, sailed tured with 427 slaves on board—captain, American. 
in April with 860 slaves on board, for Havana, Wm.! Sarah and Priscilla, schooner, of Baltimore, taken 
Phillips, master. She is now (in November) report-' at Gallinas, completely fitted for the slave trade, car- 
ed to be back on the coast, fully armed, and prepared ried into Sierra Leone—cleared on account of her 
for resistance. On her last voyage she cleared, after Ameriean character. 








The Traveller, a Baltimore schooner, after coasting} Our Frontrer.—It is not generally known that 
here for some weeks, collecting rice, &e. for the orders have been transmitted by the British Govern- 
factories, sailed in May, with a full cargo of slaves ment to the authorities in Upper and Lower Canada 
for Havana. She is reported to be again on the coast. and Nova Scotia, to place the whole line in an im- 

The Wyoming, captured by H. B. M. brig Buz- mediate state of defence; and fortifications and re- 


zard, and sent to the United States. doubts will be erected from Mackinaw to Passama- 
The Eagle, of Baltimore—sent home by a British quoddy. The principal points, we have no doubt, 
cruizer. will be on the coasts of Lake Erie and Ontario—on 


In April, two American schooners were sent into the St. Lawrence, and the N. E. boundary. It is 
Sierra Leone by H. B. M. brigs Lyle and Saracen, already said that extensive barracks are in progress 
completely fitted for the slave trade ; the court would of erection opposite Detroit; that Fort Malden is to 
not receive them, on account of their being Ameri- be repaired; two steam frigates built at Chippewa, 
cans. , and other works of importance in the province of 
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New Brunswick. These preparations should admon- | the militia of this State, I recommend the passage of 


ish this Government that they are to be met with 


a law adopting Major Cooper’s book of discipline. 


corresponding preparations on our part. It isevi-| NavaLsTATION oN THE GuL¥F.—I herewith trans- 
dent, from recent opinions and expressions of the |mit the report of the engineer appointed to survey 
British Cabinet, that Canada is to be sustained to the |the seacoast on the southern border of the State, to- 
last, and that a free passage from New Brunswick to| gether with a chart showing the various channels, 
Quebec must be had, “ peacably if it can, forcibly if it}and the depths of water in the several harbors and 
must.” We do not believe, however, that the present | the channels leading thereto. Much time was taken 
position of afiairs between the two Governments on|and labor undergone by the engineer in making the 
these points is overlooked or neglected at Washington. | survey, and I have full confidence in the accuracy of 
The energetic tone of the Secretary of State, im hisjhis report. It is now demonstrated that we have a 


correspondence with the British Minister, and the 





fine hartor on our own coast, and in due course of 


vigilance of the War Department, evidently show| time an emporium for the shipment of a large portion 
that the whole subject is undergoing close attention.|of the surplus products of the State, and for the re- 
Questions of war and peace between governments] ception of our foreign supplies of merchandise, will 
situated as Great Britain and the United States are, | be established within our own borders, and subject to 
easily spring up on disputed territorial points. They | the control of our own legislation. An advantageous 
are the most difficult of all points to adjust, from the | position for a naval station and a depoi of naval stores 
facts that actual possession, private interest, and na-|can be obtained near the coast. The great depth of 
tional pride, are feelings mixed up and blended|the harbor, its contiguity to the West India Islands, 
throughout the discussion of the whole subject, and|and to an abundant supply of fine timber suitable for 
war ensues before either party has duly reflected on! ship building, will commend the place to the favora- 
the consequences. Preparations for such a result—| ble consideration of the General Government. The 
which is always to be avoided—should therefore be! account of moneys expended by the engineer, and of 
promptly made, and on a scale promising at least|the time taken to complete the survey, is herewith 
security and protection in the event of war.—N. Y.| transmitted, and an early appropriation to pay the 


Stur. 





Extracts from the message of Gov. McNutt, of Mis- 


stssippi, Jan. 1840: 
MILITIA AFFAIRS. 





sum, together with the salary of the engineer, is re- 
quested. 





CommoporE CHauncEey.—The Charleston Mer- 
cury pays the following merited tribute to the memory 


It affords me great pleasure to be enabled to inform | of this gallant officer : , 
you that much success has attended my efforts to| _‘‘ He was at the time of his death, President of the 
organize the militia. Many of the regiments are| Board of Navy Commissioners, and one of the senior 
fully organized, and numerous, efficient, well dis- | officers of the Navy. The noble band who gave char- 
ciplined volunteer companies have been formed and|acter and renown to our Navy, have now few repre- 
armed in various sections of the State. We are now| sentatives left. Commodore Chauncey never perform- 
prepared to protect our own rights, and at all times| ed any of those brilliant exploits which drew the loud 
enabled to respond to the calls of the General Gov- | acclaim of a nation to some of his compatriots, but, in 


ernment when troops are required. I earnestly urge 


a most responsible position, through a long and diffi- 


upon you the great importance of providing by law|cult service, he showed all the qualities of a brave 
for the appointment of an inspector general of the | man and a skilful commander, and the absence of any 
militia of the State, and for brigade ericampments of| brilliant event in the course of his active command, is 
the commissioned officers once in each year. [1}rather to be attributed to the extreme discretion of the 
would be well to require such assemblages to be held | foe he opposed, than to the lack either of capacity or 
alternately in the several counties of the brigade, and | daring on his part. Peace to his ashes, and honor to 
to be there drilled for the period of three days by the | his memory !” 


inspector general, and reviewed by the generals of 


brigades and divisions. The regiment of the count 


y On Tuesday minutes guns were fired from the U. 8. 


might be required to parade at the same period. | frigate Java, the flag ship of Commodore Warrington, 
I am assured that such a system would soon|and the flags of the U.S. vessels at the Navy Yard 
cause the complete organization of every regiment | Were worn at half mast, as a tribute of respect to the 
in the State. rigid enforcement of the collection | memory of Commodore Issac Chauncey, who died at 
of fines from delinquents, would afford a fund suffi-| Washington on Monday week last.—Norfolk Beacon, 
cient to procure tent cloths, music, and standards. | Fed. 6. 


Under éhe existing law, captains and subalterns are 
not required to equip themselves, and much difficulty 
exists In several of the regiments in getting suitable 
officers to accept those stations. 0 obviate this 





From the National Intelligencer. 
THE NAVY. 


¢ ; Messrs, Gates & Seaton: It is understood there 
inconvenience I suggest the necessity of the passage | are at present in our city some officers of our Navy, 
of a law compelling officers elected to those grades| who are here for the purposes—the laudable purpo- 
to serve for the term of four years, and of exempting |ses—of prevailing on the National Represenatives, 
them from the performance of militia duty in times] through the honorable Secretary of the Navy, to give 
of peace after that period. It being impossible for| them another and higher grade than those they alrea- 
the officers of the militia to procure proper books of 
1 


instruction in military exercises, in t 


inn is State, I took| eral grades now existing. 
the responsibility of purchasing one thousand copies 


of Cooper’s Tactics, for the regulation and discipline 


dy have, and to make large promotions from the sev- 


al grades n¢ aving a high regard for 
this distinguished and principal arm of national de- 


rs le re fence, I ask your insertion of this c nication, i 
of the militia, and have distributed them among the 4 ¥ dies: atetianie-te 


officers of the several regiments. 


The total amount of the cost of the books purchas- 


|the hope that it may call the attention of those to 
whom the officers must look for ends so desirable. 


We all know that hope and fear are the principal 
ed was seven hundred and seventy-three dollars and| causes of action, and oat in onal ever eclaciste of 
eighty-seven cents, and I respectfully request an| honor and activity; if men can hope that, by extra- 
early appropriation to be made for the payment of ordinary exertion in the service of their country, by 
the account. This system is highly approved, and 


has been adopted by many of our sister States. {am 
not aware that Congress has prescribed any discip- 


braving every danger, by risking their lives and sub- 
duing their enemies, they shall reap the reward of 


line for training the militia of the several States, and —_ ng ey oe om ee of their 
; © : . > esire P . 
in order to produce uniformity in the discipline of oe ote a i ee 





manfully and cheerfully the duties of their station ; 
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but if, by a narrow-minded and niggardly policy, they 
are unjustly denied those honors to which they have 
a claim, an act of injustice is not only committed, but 
the country is deprived of the benefit of that extru exer- 
tion, to excite which, honors and titles were invented. 
It is not by the mere pay that men are brought into 
that enthusiastic state of mind which leads them to 

refer trouble to peace, hardship to ease, and danger 
B security. No: it is love of fame, of glory, of re- 
nown, and those designations which men have sought 
in all ages; and to cultivate those feelings is the duty 
of those who preside over our American Navy. 
DECATUR. 
Correspondence of the Little Rock (Ark.) Times and 

Advocate. 
CHEROKEE Nation, Dec. 26, 1839. 

Strs: We now hope for a speedy settlement of 
the diiference between the two parties of Cherokees ; 
according to a call of the sub-chief, a few of the prin- 
cipal men of the nation met at their council ground, 
near the Illinois river, on the 16th instant, to answer 
a communication from the War Department. A gen- 
eral council was then agreed upon, to commence the 
15th of January. A general invitation was given to 
the whole nation to meet at that time, and decide by 
vote which Government should stand, the old or the 
new. This arrangement seems to meet the minds of 
the people and enliven them to action. No person’s 
vote is to be counted unless he be present. This 
measure is advised by Gen. Arbuckle and the agent, 
Governor Stokes. Gen. A. is to furnish provisions 
for the said council, the Cherokees hauling them to 
the council ground from the fort, about twenty miles. 
If this business should be settled satisfactorily, it is 
said that the moneys due to the people will be imme- 
diately paid to them. We hope it may be so, for 
they need it. 

RAGOONS.—We omitted to mention, a few weeks 

since, that a detachment of 70 dragoons, belonging to 
the first regiment, had passed up, on the steamboat 
Trident, on their way to Fort Wayne, to strengthen 
the garrison of that place. They were under the 
charge of Capt. E. B. Birdsall, of the 8th U. S. in- 
fantry, and were a fine-looking body of young men. 
Capt. Birdsall passed down on the Trident on Satur- 
day last, on his return, having left the detachment at 
Fort Smith.—Little Rock Gazette, Jan. 15. 
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Selected Poetry. 





From the Baltimore American. 
THE GRAVE OF DALLAM. 

The reader will recollect, that the papers announced 
the death of Mr. James B. Dattam, who, with many 
others, was basely butchered by the Indians, in Florida, 
in July last. [have seena gentleman from Florida 
who knew Mr. Dallam, and speaks of him in the high- 
est terms. Alas! that so brave, so generous, and gifted 
a young man, should have been doomed to bleed beneath 
the reeking arm of the Indian. They wereasleep, when 
the savages rushed upon them and murdered nearly all 
the party, only three escaping, according to the gentle- 
man above alluded to. A faithful dog, attached to Mr. 
Dallam, remained by his dead body, and was found 
fourteen days after the murder, by a party of troops who 
came to bury the dead. The dog was scarcely able to 
stand, and gave a feeble howl over the friend who had 
poemnet by Indian faithlessness ; the Indians having 

aving entered into a treaty with Gen. Macomb. 

This noble dog, Romeo, is now a great favorite with 
the garrison at Tampa Bay. An animal so faithful as 
to perish to protect the dead body of him he loved from 
the claws of the vulture, should be remembered in 
marble, and his affection perpetuated on the pages of 
history. 

Mr. Dallam was a Baltimorean, and educated for the 
Bar. He was on the eve of returning to his brother 
and sister, in Baltimore. But alas! they will see him 
7 more. He sleeps ina gory grave, in the wilds of 





He came upon the stage of life a youth 
Of modest merit, and a spotless fame ; 

Whose heart was school’d in moral, sacred truth, 
And virtue was his high and holy aim: 


In life’s bright morn—in infancy’s blest years, 
He bow’d beside a holy mother’s knee ; 
And vow’a himself to virtue, and in tears 
Renounced the faults from which his heart was free. 


That mother lov’d him for the faith he bore, 
And her last pray’r for him was fondly said ; 
She went down to the grave on Delaware’s shore, 
And sleeps with all the sainted, silent dead. 


The youth grew up to manhood, and the praise 
Of all the good and gifted was his own ; 
Noble ambition caught his mental gaze, 
For genius in his mind had made her throne. 


He grasp’d no phantom, and no wild career 

Was mark’d for him. in life’s all chequer’d scene : 
From dissipation his whole heart was clear, 

And from each act malevolent or mean. 


The Muse of eloquence had fired his soul, 
And long he studied ere he sought the Bar ; 

And oft he won the smiles in her control 
Alas! to perish in a wild afar! 

He might have thundered in his native halls, 
Or to the Senate Chamber dared to climb ; 
Amid the mighty, who have made those walls 

Echo the strains of eloquence sublime. 


But, ah! with talents, taste and sense combined, 
He to the sunny South pursued the brave ; 
There, with a gifted and a mighty mind, 
Far from his friends to fall and find a grave, 
He left the forum for the tented field, 
Caress’d and courted by the mighty man | ; 
There to behold war’s vicious front reveal’d, 
And listen to the war-shout and the song. 


*T was night—amid his band of mighty men, 

He slumber’d sweetly as a thoughtless child ; 
When, like dark serpents from a gloomy glen, 

They came, and burst the war-whoop loud and wild. 


They came with glittering steel and rolling eyes, 
They came like ocean’s wild, resistless waves 5 
And like a clap of thunder in clear skies, 
Broke the mad war cry on the dying braves, 


Brave Dallam dreamt of home and all its charms, 
Of dearest friends, and woke ’mid wild uproar; 
To grasp a savage Indian in his arms, 
Whose naked knife was reeking with his gore, 


His dying eyes gazed on his friends around, [pour 

From whose brave hearts the crimson streams did 
Then look’d upon the dog ; and with a bound, 

Fell back and bled—life’s lingering dream was o’er. 


And there was Romeo by the lov’d one dead, 
Seeking to rouse him from his dreamless sleep ; 
Now lick’d the hand that had so often fed, 
Now hanging down his head as if to weep. 


And there he stood tho’ many a weary day, 

To watch the corse whose heart he oft had prov’d; 
To scare the wolf and vulture from their prey, 

And perish with the man he dearly lov'd. 


And when a band of brothers came to sigh, 
And to consign them to the grave, to dwell 5 

Poor Romeo, staggering, turn’d his weary eye, 
And feebly howl’d a last, a fond farewell. 


The gifted and the brave now sleeps afar; 
Unmindful of the treacherous Indians’ knife ; 
On his cold ear falls not the blast of war, 
Nor the wild death song, nor the clash of strife. 
But memory oft his name in after years 
Shall treasure, and strew flowers upon his bourne ; 
There too shall fall a gentle sister’s tears, 
And there a much lov’d brother muse and mourn. 
Farewell!—thou’st gone to thy untimely tomb, 
But virtue casts a halo o’er the sod ; 
But death hath lost o’er thee the pow’r of doom, 
For thou shalt rise into the halls of God. 


Bartimons, Dec. 6, 1839. MILFORD BARD- 
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WASHINGTON CITY, 
THURSDAY, .......... FEBRUARY 13, 1840. 





We have a word or two to say to our correspondent, 
«One of the Old School,” who excepts to the intro- 
duction of certain articles in this paper, and recom- 
mends that editors generally (ourselves, especially, 
we presume) should ascertain what effect articles of 
such description are likely to produce upon the ser- 
vice. A very little experience would convince him 
that such considerations, if allowed to bias the mind 
ofan editor, would preclude three-fourths of the mat- 
ter which he would be likely to select for the edifica- 
tion of his readers. 

We are not of those who think it essential to pre- 
sent every subject en couleur de rose; there are lights 
and shades in all conditions in life. Were we to 
taste nothing but sweets, they would soon cloy; and 
if our cup were always filled with the bitter, life 
would be insupportable. We do not believe that the 
eause of truth suffers materially by the occasional 

pagation of error, Prejudices which are oiten 
engendered by false informatign or a want of acqurate 
knowledge, are more likely to be dispelled by a tem- 
perate discussion, than if permitted to take deep root 
under an erroneous impression that they are not 
worth correcting. So it may be with respect to 
military discipline—some may conceive it to be too | 
rigid, others too lax; but can the cause be injured 
by a calm discussion of the subject? 

It has occurred to us at times, that we may have 
heen guilty of offending the sense of military proprie- 
ty of'some of our readers, and it may have been attri- 
buted te an error of judgment on our part. This 
may be so, but we think it might without impropriety 
be ascribed to the different light in which men who 
are professional and those who are not so, view the 
same subject. 

We all know that the botanist can detect a thou- 
sand beauties in a field that, to a casual observer, 
looks sterjle and barren. The astronomer can name 
‘‘each bright, particular star” in the heavens, which, 
to the uninformed, appear only like a *‘ congregation 
of vapors.” 

We go for free discussion, provided it be tempe- 
pately conducted; from the mutual interchange of 
opinions all may derive advantage, if not pleasure ; 
and as men are endowed with varied thoughts, habits, 
pleasures, and antipathies, it requires a motley dish 
ta suit all tastes, and mutual forbearance in the par- 
ticipation of it; a newspaper is but a mental dish, 
and it should, in fact, be 


‘tvarious, 
That the mind of desultory man, 


Studious of novelty and pleased with change, 
May be indulged.” 





It affords us much pleasure to publish the following 
letter, as evincing the courtesy that should always 
subsist between the citizens of our country and her 


where. Nothing is better calculated to remove effec~ 
tually the last remnant of that dread of military men 


and armed bodies, than a free interchange of the cour- 
tesies of life. 

Althowgh not advised of the fact, we presume 2 
similar invitation has been extended to the officers of 
the Navy. — 


MERCANTILE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
New York, Feb. 4, 1840. 

Sir: I do myself the honor to forward herewith for 
your acceptance, a catalogue of the works in the pos- 
session of the Mercantile Library Association. 

It will afford the Association much pleasure, if your- 
self, together with the officers of the army that are at 
present, or who may be in future, on this station, will 
make use of the Library as a place of reference, and 
the Librarians have been requested to furnish every 
facility to any gentleman of the army that may wish 
to examine the works. 

Hoping that the invitation will be accepted witit 
the same freedom that it is offered, 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obed’t serv’t, 

' AUG. E. SILLIMAN, President. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Littte Rock; Dec. 31, 1839. 
Army.—Capt. E. B. Birdsall, Capt. J. A. Phillips, 
Col. Whartan Rector 4. 


PASSENGERS. 

Crarvesten, Jan. 29, per steampacket €. Vanderbilt, 
from Wilmington, Lieut. W.H. Joyner, of the Revenue 
service. Feb. 1, per same, Lieuts. J. W. Anderson, of 
the 2d infy., and W. Grandin, of the 4th infy., U. S.A. 
Feb. 3, per same, Gen. J. E. Wool, and Col. J. Green, 
of the army. Per steam packet Savannah, from Sa- 
vannah, Dr. B. W. Woods, of the army. 

New York, Feb. 8, per ship Philadelphia, from Lon- 
don, Rev. J. W. Grier, Chaplain U. S. navy. 

Savannan, Feb. 6, per steamboat J. Stone, from Da- 
rien, Capt. J. Tattnall, of the navy. ; 

New Orveans, Jan. 26, per steamer Agnes, from 
Natchitoches, Major H. Wilson, of the army. 














— - —— 
Communications. 





COOPER’S NAVAL HISTORY, COMMODORE 
CHAUNCEY. 

The following remarks were written some time 
since for the Army and Navy Chronicle, but have been 
overlooked, until the death of Commodore Chauncey 
brought them to mind. That event may, perhaps, 
render their publication, even at this late day, not ins 
appropriate, m 


Several years, ago, when Mr. Cooper was about to 
embark for Europe, he met a number of friends at a 
“Lunch” at Niblo’s, New York city, and, in the 
course of a few remarks he made, in answer to a kind 
toast given on the océasion, announced an intention 
of writing a history of the U.S. Navy. He said he was 
moved to this by many strong motives, andamong them 
none had gremer strength than that which arose from 
a wish to do — to Commodore Chauncey’s servi- 
ces on the Upper Lakes. This gallant veteran was 
present, if we’ recollect ergs 

In the volumes before us, Mr. Cooper has fulfilled 
his promise in a most satisfactory manner. A proper 
account of the origin, progress, and achievements of 
our navy was a desideratum. Some of the most pro« 
minent actions on the sea, during the Revolution and 
the difficulties with Frange, had, of course, been gen- 
erally stated in the histories of those times. But this 
was far from being eneugh. Mr. Goldsborough en- 
deavored to supply the want by his ‘* Naval Chroni- 
cle.”” This, however, was little more than a docu- 
mentary work, a compilation of official or popular ac- 





defenders, and which we believe does sybsist every 


counts, well fitted to help the future higtorian, but 
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having no pretensions in itself to the character of a 
history. Besides, it came down only to a certain era, 
no further, we believe, than to the close of the Tripo- 
litan war. Mr. Cooper had, therefore, nearly the 
whole ground before him unoccupied. 

His introduction is an elaborate part of his work. 
It is full of sound hints and of practical wisdom. His 
remarks on the policy which has thus far opposed the 
creation of a proper gradation of ranks in the navy are 
highly argumentative. They cannot fail to carry 
home conviction to every unprejudiced mind, and they 
ought to raise a blush on the cheek of those who have 
sustained, by active or negative legislation, this nar- 
row and mistaken policy. We hope that the legisla- 
tors of the present time will read this introduction with 
due care and profit. It.is not too late to remedy the 
evil, though it may seem to have become inveterate. 
We should heartily rejoice to see a change take place 
before the veterans, who have been distinguished in 
so many wars, are gathered to their fathers ; to those 
noble comrades, who went down to the grave with on- 
ly half the rewards they deserved, with a feeling that 
their services had been ill requited, and with an ap- 
prehension that their reasonable expectations had been 
regarded as an over-ambitious reaching after anti-re- 

ublican, aristocratic honors. Mr. Cooper’s reason- 
ing on this singular prejudice in the public mind, this 
notion that the grade of admiral is unsuited to our in- 
stitutions, and monarchical in its aspect and tenden- 
cy, is triumphant, and gives the subject its true cha* 
racter, showing that, in a blind jealousy, we have run 
the hazard of paralyzing the right arm of our national 
defence, of withholding from it one of the main-braces 
of its rig, and leaving its top-hamper to be constantly 
liable to go hy the board. It is time to dismiss suc 
unworthy, such impolitic, such hazardous notions, 
and to regard things in their true light, and with a 
manly independence. It is high time to give our na- 
vy that organization which is imperiously demanded 
by every consideration connected with its efficiency, 
its honor, its standing at home and abroad. 

Mr. Cooper’s observations on the comparative mer- 
its of vessels of war moved by steam and by the ordi- 
nary method, are also entitled to mueh attention. They 
are made in the spirit of moderation, and with much 
clear-sightedness, as the probable modification which 
the former will introduce into naval warfare. 
apt to run into extremes. That steam is destined to 
change, toa certain degree, all sea”operations, must be 
admitted, while a doubt may well be entertained 
whether it will revolutionize them, as many seem to 
anticipate. The experiment can be made without 
putting too much to hazard. “ 

We could dwell much longer with benefit on this 
excellent introduction, which appears to have been 
formed with much consideration ef the several impor- 
tant subjects within its scope. I is peculiarly appro- 


pecan and however little impression its topics may | 


ave made on the mind before the subsequent pages 
are read, they are revived with double force when the 
feelings are all warmed by a recollection of national 
benefits, the national honor, that have accrued from 
the achievements of this arm of our service. 

Mr. Cooper passes somewhat sum. rrily over the 
events which preceded the Revolution, and particu- 
larly those which marked its commencement. Perhaps 
they were not well authenticated. Tradition may have 
given exaggerated accounts of actions that had im- 
ioe consequences on the public mind. They may 

ave been inconsiderable in themselves, a mere peb- 
ble thrown into the waters, but moving the surface 
with a wide-spread ripple. 

The Revolutionary marine was for a time a min- 
led service. General Washington at first appears to 
ave directed its operations, as forming a legitimate 
art of his duties. As the number of ships increased, 
owever, and began to assume the character of a navy, 

the control became distinct from that of the army. 
Mueh was not expected from a force so inadequate, 





and so suddenly organized. The British marine was 
like a leviathan in the midst of our small fry. It ser- 
ved, however, as a school for young men, who were 
destined, through the experience then acquired, to 
cover with renown their country in the quasi French 
war near the close of one century, and the Barb 
war at the beginning of another. The actions whic 
made the names of Truxtun and the Constellation so 
memorable, are set down with great apparent care. 
Facts and reports are sifted down to the truth, as it 
will probably stand with posterity. The nocturnal 
contest of this vessel with the Vengeance has seemed 
almost incredible, a page of high-wrought romance. 
It is gratifying to see it here noted down with distinct- 
ness and verity that leaves it among the unquestion- 
able facts of our history. We cannot dwell upon this 
part of Mr. Cooper’s history. 

The Tripolitan war gave a new character to our 
country, and may be said to have led the way toa 
change of policy throughout the world with respect to 
the Barbary pirates, who had thus far been subsidized 
into peace by nearly every nation in Europe, abstain- 
ing from plunder, and reducing their captives to sla- 
very, only when tributes purchased their forbearance. 
The success of our little squadron was the more ad- 
mired as it was unexpected. The country did not 
look for such fortunate and glorious results. Probably 
none but the gallant officers who conducted the expe 
dition ever dreamed of the daring bombardment which 
made the Barbarians tremble in. their palaces.— 
The series of achievements which gave such brillian- 
cy to this war are recorded by Mr. Cooper with a most 
careful examination of all accounts, official and pri- 





Weare | 


vate or individual, and we may believe that he attains, 
_in all instances, as near the point of historical accura- 
| cy and impartiality as practicable. The names of 
| Preble, Sterett, Decatur, and a host of Sthers, stand 
| out in bold relief, exhibiting under the very eye of 
| Europe a young nation already in the maturity of chi- 
valrous gallantry and manly independence. 

Mr. CoopeY‘is a philosophic historian. He is nota 
mere chronicler of events. His reasoning upon the 
course pursued by our Government in many instances 
respecting this war, is full of instruction to the states- 
man. Mr. Jefferson’s refinement upon his duties were 
occasionally wire-drawn to an absurdity. The orders 
given to our naygl commanders, at first, not to capture 
| the enemy’s vessels—merely to fight and beat them— 

is an instance. Such things should be held up as bea- 
cons. 

The attack on the Chesapeake is recorded in much 
detail, as it should be. This is an instructive page in 
our history. It occurred at a time when the two 
countries had become much exasperated by angry ne- 
gotiations, and were likely to be ange canes into an 
open rupture by any event of such a character. 

The policy of Mr. Jefferson’s administration; which, 
in the language of the day, was “ imperturbably paci- 
fic,” alone averted such a result at that time. here 
was a flush of indignation over the whole country when 
the news spread abroad, and had the Government pro- 
posed measures of retaliation of any extremity of rigor, 
all parties would have co-operated. Mr. Cooper ex- 
amines the preliminaries of the matter with much care 
and impartiality, and probably gives the aspect, with 
respect to the individuals concerned, which it ought 
to wear to posterity. The attack was of the most 
high-handed kind, and bespoke something like con- 
tempt on the part of the British navy of our marine 
and of the country. Had the Chesapeake been well 
fitted for action, as she undoubtedly should have been, 
and made a spirited resistance, striking only when 
thoronghly sobdued, there is no conjecturing what 
important consequences might not have ensued. Such 
an Instance of resolute and chivalrous defence, would 
have removed the pes 4 re of the British na- 
tion, and particularly of its naval officers, which was 
most unfortunately entertained by both, until the Con- 
stitution, at a later day, and its gallant consorts, unde- 
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ceived them. An earlier correction of their mistaken 
sentiments, might have rendered an adjustment of our 
international difficulties more easy. It would unques- 
tionably have lessened that arrogance on the part of 
the older country which became more and more oifen- 
sive, until it became intolerable 


Akin to this event was that of the rencontre of the 
President with the Little Belt. Mr. C. very properly 
goes into the details of this affair, and places it in a 
correct point of view, divesting it of all false light 
thrown upon it by the obliquities of contemporary 

arty contentions. The result was different from that 
of the Chesapeake affair, though it is not improbable 
that something like a confident hope was indulged on 
the part of the British captain that it might have been 
the same. The disparity of force between the two 
vessels, notwithstanding the reg ee which the 
smaller one received, left the British delusion untouch- 


ed. There wasa daring in the conduct of Capt. Bing- | 


ham, a seeming indifference as to the light in which 
he might be regarded by his pursuer, and a disregard 
of consequences, that may have contributed to streng- 
then it. Indeed, there was an assumption on the part 
of the British naval officers in those days, that made 
each one a Van Tromp with a broom at his masthead. 
They were invested with a power, a quasi jurisdiction, 
over all nations that navigated the ocean, which might 
well fill them with pride, and mark all their actions 
with an overbearing spirit. ‘ Britannia ruled the 
waves,” rather as Barbary corsairs, than as a nation 
that acknowledged the distinction between right and 
wrong. 


We have no space to follow Mr. Cooper through his 
more satisfactory account of the brilliant actions of the 
war of 1812. The order in which he has presented 


them to the reader is in the best taste. His occasion- | 


al departures from strict chronology are decidedly ad- 
vantageous. The interest excited is generally intense. 
We hang on each event, following its development 
from the first gun, or rather the first meeting, of the 
belligerents, until the sinking flag terminates the con- 
test. And in all of them, whether victory or defeat 


fall to our countrymen—and the latter seldom so fell— | 


we have the same reason to be proud of the spirit, 
humanity, and skill, of the gallant officers who thus 
often sobty avenged the insult of the Chesapeake ; 
who added star after star to the galaxy of our naval 
victories, until the cluster almost rivalled in number 
the group that ever floated over their decks. 


In fulfilmenl of his promisé to the veteran Chaun- 
cey at the “ Lunch,” a promise that may have seemed 
at the time only an expression of kindness, awakened 
by the conviviality of the moment, or by the presence 
of that officer, Mr. C. has made the Lake operations 
of the war of 1812 a subject of ample statement and 
inquiry. Commo. Chauncey had undoubtedly a most 
difficult duty to perform, involving vast and complica- 


ted responsibilities, and the wary policy of his oppo- | 


nent, so contrary to that which was anticipated from 
the report of his disposition, combined with the char- 
acter of the two fleets, which, for one season, placed 
the power to fight or not almost invariably within that 
opponent’s control, deprived him of nearly all chance 
for that kind of distinction which had been acquired 
by many of his comrades, and which he could not but 
most ardently covet. The activity and resource 
which Commodore Chauncey constantly exhibited on 
Lake Ontario, were not duly appreciated by the pub- 
lic at the time, when an expectation of more brilliant 
results excluded all feelings but those of disappoint- 
ment. Mr. C. has given , fe high qualities their 
proper elevation. They now stand out as prominent 
claims for distinction. And we now also see that every 
provocation was given, almost every peril encounter- 
ed, in order to bring the fleets to a contest.- Ina spi- 
rit of chivalry that can hardly be justified, we find the 
American fleet standing offand on the harbor of Kings- 
ton, reducing its force, by sending out of the waya 


portion of its vessels, so as to show the British com- 
modore that equal terms alone were sought: 

Our country has never exhibited such a scene of 
active industry as appeared at Sacket’s harbor in 1813 
and ’14, when the trees of the forest became converted 
into vessels with a suddenness that referred itself al- 
most to magic. It required uncommon powers to re- 
| gulate this apparently headlong exertion, so as to pro- 
|duce the proper and expected results. And it must 
| be recollected that Commodore Chauncey had not on- 
_ly to overlook these proceedings on shore, but at the 
|same time to command his fleet, and watch an ever 
active and ever wary enemy. Indeed, we think the 
high encomiums which Mr. Cooper awards to this of- 
ficer, for his gallantry, zeal, and perseverance, are no 
‘more than sheer justice. And we trust that the his- 
_torian has fixed a seal to his merit which will be ac- 
| knowledged by posterity. 
| The actions on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain are 
nobly delineated and filled up with every shade and 

color that can give effect to the picture. Many may 
at this time find fault with Mr. Cooper’s silence as to 
certain points connected with the former action which 
liave given bitterness to many pages of controversy. 
We are inclined to think that the allotment of merit to 
those who participated in that most brilliant and de- 
cisive victory is done with all attainable fairness and 
impartiality. Glory, ample glory, is assigned to the 
eminent commander, and his subordinates have their 
due share of praise. Every American bosom swells 
with pride when this event is recollected, and we 
_would fain forget that angry passions and invidious 
‘animadversions ever attempted to leave their slim 
traces upon it. The names of Perry and McDonoug 
have historical immortality. 

| ._ The concluding scenes of this grand drama of naval 
glory, opening with the Revolution, and ending with 
,the war of 1812, are worthy of all that marked the 
prior acts. The capture of the Cyane and the Le- 
vant stands pre-eminent for the skill and gallantry with 
which it was made. It would be difficult to imagine 
a more perfect adaptation of means to the end in view. 
And the capture of the Penguin by the Hornet was a 
contest between.two nearly equal combatants, which 
occurs just as the curtain falls, and leaves the last 
ore of laurels with the same party that won the 

rst. 

| We could find much fault with Mr. Cooper’s ar- 
rangement of his book. The entire want of heads to 
| his chapters, the absence of all clue to the contents, is 
‘inexcusable, and looks like sheer laziness. Such an 
omission often excites an angry feeling in the reader 
every time he wishes to refer to passages, and is left 
| to wander over page after page in blind research. We 





| regret to see such negligence in a writer who knows 


so well all the mysteries of book-making. Becausea 
novel may be left without such guides and landmarks, 
it does not follow that history asks no more; we read 
the one and seldom or never look back; the other is 
often and again returned to. 





NAVAL DISCIPLINE. 

It is much to be regretted that editors of public 
journals, (for the sake of the service they profess to 
advocate,) ere they publish any thing, should not 
ascertain whether it is worthy of consideration; for 
the fact of its.appearance in their columns gives to it 
a consequence which, otherwise, it would not merit. 
No doubt such publications are intended with the 
best motives, but the result cannot be beneficial to 
the navy when reflections are cast upon the whole 
—" merely that an individual may reap a little 
glory. ' 

I mean merely to notice in a few words two arti- 
cles which have been copied into the Chronicle rela- 
tive to corporeal punishment in the navy; and we 
must most decidedly disagree with the article in 
question which assigns so perfect a degree of discip- 





ine toamodern captain. We doubt not that the modern 
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captain is under the delusion that his ship’s compa- 
ny existed in so high a state of discipline ; but we 
affirm that a veteran of the old school would soon 
make « thorough reform in this system, and yet bes- 
tow as much care upon the morals, comfort, charac- 
ter, and health of the seamen as thé modern captain, 
though the latter, in direct violation of the laws of 
the service, adopted a system of his own. 

Much has been said and written on the subject of 
naval discipline, though little which could be entitled 
to consideration ; for it has always been handled by 
the most unskilful hands, and though they abuse the 
principle, they point out no remedy, except such as 
are revolting to an officer, and degrade the seaman to 
the level of the brute. Though a modern commander 
may have served in the navy twenty-eight years, we 
happen to know that his experience is small, com- 

ared to the time of having served, and not to be 

rought in comparison with many of younger date ; 
consequently his system would not be entitled to that 
consideration which the New York Star seems to 
think it merits. 

One would infer that the system of flogging in our 
service is carried to an outrageous extent. ‘This isa 
grand mistake; for there is no navy in the world 
where officers are more humane, and careful of the 
comfort, &c. of seamen than in our service. Why 
should the modern captain be brought forward as a 
solitary exception? Does not the same spirit of hu- 
manity animate every breast? And it is owing to 
this spirit that the system of corporeal punishment 
is gradually disappearing. We could recommend 
many things more efficacious than the application of 
tar and feathers, pig yokes, and badges of disgrace, 
the system pursued by a modern captain. 

The great moral reform among seamen cannot be 
brought about in a day; nor ean their fixed habits be 
changed by a system so revolting to their feelings as 
a system of puerile punishments. Jack feels that in 
being punished in a military manner, he incurs not 
half the disgrace that he would in receiving a punish- 
ment not accorded by law. If the Hon. Secretary of 
the Navy issued his order from having seen it insert- 
ed in a Portsmouth paper that twenty-five hundred 
lashes were inflicted on board a U. 8. ship of the line 
before breakfast, he acted without due consideration 
for the service, and without investigating a subject 
on which he might have received the most satisfac- 
tory and gratifying information. We opine that the 
Secretary was governed by no newspaper paragraph, 
but rather by a desire to be as humane as possible, 
and do away with corporeal punishment; and we are 
convinced that, after the Hon. Secretary becomes 
more intimately acquainted with the service in all its 
details, he will be satisfied that as much humanity 
towards sailors exists now as would be desired; and 
that a deviation from the military system of punish- 
ment would be highly injurious to the service. It 
has been tried, time after time, in other navies, and 
had to be resorted to again, to prevent the ships from 
mutiny. 

We will, for example, show up a ship commanded 
by the modern captain, and one by a veteran of the 
old school. For example, we will anchor them in 
the harbor of Pensacola, and one shall be a frigate 
and one a sloop of war. We will place the veteran 
on board the frigate, and the modern captain on board 
the sloop of war, when, wishing to take a peep, we 
will now go on board.. We are sailors, for example, 
know a ship from stem to stern, and can tell ata 
glance what is the state of discipline. Our first im- 
}-ession of the sloop of war is unfavorable; the men 
must be sad fellows; already we see five men with 
black wooden bottles slung to their necks; one of 
them is making a joke of the matter, and wishing to 
his messmate that it was filled with old Jamaica. 
Altogether, they seem a merry set of fellows, and no 
doubt contribute much to the amusement of the crew. 


us, his messmates after him, with his hammock, try- 
ing to catch him, for the purpose of lashing him 
therein; he is determined not to be so easily taken, 
gives them a chase for it, and the precincts of the 
quarter-deck are invaded. A scene subversive of all 
discipline ensues, because the officer is not permitted 
*‘to have any intercourse with him,’ but must leave 
the whole aitair to the discretion of his messmates. 
Jack is caught at last, lashed up on the berth-deck in 
his hammock, gets a good night’s sleep, skulks a 
week longer, and ever after gets drunk with impu- 
nity : though this, we were told, ** produced the best 
moral effect.’ Already have we seen five men with 
black bottles round their necks, and a cutter’s crew 
lashed up in their hammocks, yet it is considered a 
goo system, because it fretted and worried the sailor. 

e stopped at the grog tub—there was a discussion 
about stopped grog. Jack had no idea of drinking a 
pint of water for half a gill of whiskey, and threw his 
allowance out the port: his grog might as well have 
been stopped at once. We thought the seaman’s 
conduct disrespectful, but were told that it all tended 
to “a good moral effect.” We stopped at the man- 
ger, a place on board ship usually reserved for the 
pigs, who seemed on the present occasion to be much 
disconcerted at the invasion of their premises by one 
whose innumerable orders of distinction would appa- 
rently entitle him to more elevated distinction else- 
where. The pigs do not seem to relish so unwel- 
come a messinate, but they are yet to be taught that 
this has “‘a good moral effect,” bringing a man to the 
level of a brute. We saw two or three pair of black 
eyes, and were informed that the system of drinking 
salt water was no great pa for taking satisfac- 
tion in one’s own hands, though the laws of the navy 
enforce severe punishment for acts so injurious to 
discipline. We witness now the scene of tarring and 
feathering for various crimes. This is one of the 
most ingenious contrivances for torturing Jack which 
the modern captain has devised; yet what cares he 
for a little tar? why, it is his pocket companion, and 
a sailor won’t object to repose upon feathers, when 
his limbs are never indulged in any thing beyond an 
oakum mattras. Yet it was by this system, carried 
out firmly, that flogging ceased, a pride of character 
among seamen was introduced, duty performed cheer- 
fully, and the men kept in health. “ Tell it to the 
marines, sailors won’t believe it.” Depend upon it, 
the moral character of a sailor will not be elevated 
by so pitiful a system. 

Let us now pay a visit to the frigate. A few words 
will give her history, though pages are inadequate to 
do justice to her good order and discipline. No re- 
volting punishments here meet the eye; if aught 
existed, it was not glaring as midday to the eye of 
every visiter. Here punishment. is inflicted in a 
military manner, and according to the laws of the 
service, and when administered, it is with that dig- 
nity and solemnity which always give weight to such 
an occasion. The certainty of punishment prevents 
the law from being violated, and it is an axiom that 
where the law is carried into full execution, there is 
the least cause for punishment. 

Depend upon it, that no punishment is so revolting 
to a sailor as that devised by the ingenuity of a cap- 
tain. Jack is a great stickler for law, and is always 
ready to dispute a point when he thinks his rights 
invaded. This is not always desirable, and can be 
avoided by the adhesion to the law of. the navy. 
Last, though not least, could a sailor board an enem 
with a black bottle, to his neck, a badge of theft on 
his back, or tarred and feathered? Would an enemy 
strike to such a foe? 

In conclusion, an officer, though claiming to him- 
self the credit, by such a system, of bringing his ship 
to so good a state of discipline, may enjoy for a time 
a temporary reputation among those who know no- 
thing of the subject ; but it will not elevate him in 
the estimation of his brother officers. 





Here comes a good-looking seaman reeling towards 


ONE OF THE OLD ScHOOL. 
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THE LATE COL. W. S. FOSTER, U. S. A. 


The Officers of the 4th Regiment of Infantry, sta- 
tioned at Fort Gibson, having met for the purpose of 
expressing the feelings of the regiment on the death 
of Colonel Wm. S. Foster, its late Lieut. Colonel, 
Major B. Rriey was called to the Chair, and Adjutant 
H. L. Scorr appointed Secretary, when the following 
resolutions, drafted by a committee nominated for the | 
purpose, were unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, That in the death of our gallant and dis- 





tinguished Lieut. Colonel, the late Colonol Wm. S. 
Foster, the regiment which he has so often gallantly | 
led in battle, and which he idolized, has met with a| 


misfortune which we cannot too deeply feel or 
or too poignantly regret; that in him we have lost a 
commander whose cool aene daring courage, high | 
military skill, and invincible determination, have ren- 
dered him successful wherever he has met an enemy, 
and have nobly justified, in many a well-fought field, | 
the enthusiastic confidence which he inspired in all 


| 


= 





Proceedings of Congress, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &e. 





IN SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5, 1840. 

Mr. Prentiss, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
submitted a bill to provide for satisfying outstanding 
claims to bounty lands for military services in the late 
war, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
submitted a bill to authorize the President of the U. 8. 
to raise 1,500 men for the defence of Florida. 

The bill to. repeal certain acts. respecting navy pen- 
sions, and making further provisions in relation to navy 
pensions, was read a third time and passed. 

THURSDAY, FEB. 6. 

The Vice Presivenr laid before the Senate a letter 
from the War Department, covering 50 copies of the 
Army Register for the year 1840. 

Mr. Pierce presented a memorial from Colonel Ma- 


under his control; while the cultivated and richly ny and other officers of the third regiment of infan- 
stored intellect, the strict sense of honor, the kindness try, praying that the officers of the line of the army 
of heart, and unwearied devotion to the interests of may be placed upon the same footing, in point of pay, 


his regiment, which he united to his brilliant qualities 
as a soldier, compel us to lament him alike as the ac- 
complished gentleman and sincere friend. 


Resolved, That the regiment will present to the 
daughter of the deceased, a piece of plate having en- 

ved on it, inscriptions commemorative of his dis- 
tinguished services in battle, as a testimony of their 
admiration for his character and their reverence for 
his memory. 


Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be trans- 
mitted to the widow of the deceased, and that they be 
published in the Army and Navy Chronicle. 


B. RILEY, Major 4th Inf’y. Comm’g. 

W. W. LEAR, Major U. S. Army. 

JOHN PAGE, Captain 4th Inf’y. 

G. W. ALLEN, Captain 4th Inf’y. 
PITCAIRN MORRISON, Captain 4th Inf’y.' 
G. A. McCALL, Captain 4th Inf’y. 
GOUVERNEUR MORRIS, Captain 4th Inf ’y. 
ROB’T C. BUCHANAN, Capiain 4th Inf’y: 
C. H. LARNED, 1st Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 

H. L. SCOTT, 1st Lieut. § Adj’t. 4th Inf’y. 
CHAS. HOSKINS, Ist Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 

M.C. M. HAMMOND, Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 
ROB’T M. COCHRANE, 2d Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 
J. H. GORE, 2d Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 

R. E. COCHRANE, 2d Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 

E. G. ELLIOTT, 2d Lieut. 4th Inf’v. 
THEO. H. PORTER, 2d Lieut. 4th Inf’y. 


THE LATE CAPT J. W. McCRABB, U. S. A. 


Ata meeting of the officers of the 4th Regiment 
of Infantry stationed at Fort Gibson, Major B. Rirey 
being called to the chair, and Lieut. H. L. Scotrr 
appointed Secretary, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That we have learned with sineere regvet 
the death of our fellow officer, Capt. J. W.McCrass; 
that, from the energy, activity and intelligence which 
he displayed in the discharge of all duties which were 
entrusted to him, we lament his demise as a loss to our 
regiment, and to the army, while the amiable and so- 
cial qualities, the high integrity and the honorable and 
generous spirit which endeared him to all who enjoy- 
ed his personal acquaintance, will render him not less 
deplored {as a friend and companion, than as a valua- 
ble and efficient officer. 


Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions, signed 
by all the officers now on duty with the regiment, be 
sent to the widow of the deceased, and another to the 
Army and Navy Chronicle for publication. 


[Signed by same officers as the above.] 


with the officers of the several staff corps. 

| Mr. Pierce said he desired to remark here, in reply to 
many inquiries that had been propounded to him upon 
this subject, that the Committee on Military Affairs 
would soon report a bill for the equalization of the pay 
of the officers of the army, agreeably to the instructions 
of a resolution which he had the honor to submit at an 
early day of the session, and which was adopted by the. 
Senate without a dissenting voice. 

Mr. Lixn submitted the following motion for consi- 
deration : 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to send to the Senate his opinion of the expediency of 
establishing a line of military posts at suitable places 
and distances from the Missouri river, near the mouth 
of the Platte, into the pass or passes of the Rocky 
Mountains most usually traversed to descend into the 
valley of the Oregon oy Columbia river; the effects of 
such a measure in giving encouragement and protection 
|to the American fur trader; facilitating intercourse be- 
tween the valley of the Mississippi and the great West- 
ern ocean; aiding and protecting trading caravans; over- 
awing and holding *in check various Indian tribes in 
front and rear of such posts; the number and kind of 
force necessary for such service; the probable cost of 
keeping up said posts; and whether it would be necessa- 
ry to increase the military force of the United States to 
accomplish these objects. 
MONDAY, FEB. 10, 

Mr. Watxer submitted the following motion for con- 
sideration; which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of causing acom- 
plete survey to be made of the coast of the State of Mis- 
_sissippi, and of the islands in the vicinage of said coast, 
and of all its baysand harbors. 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
| structed to inquire into the expediency of causing light- 
, houses to be established at Mississippi city and at Ship 
| island. 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of removing the 
| obstructions in the Bayou Manchac, and re-opening the. 
| same for navigation. 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be. 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of réquiring 
forts to be erected on the western extremity of Ship 
Island, and on the bar or middle ground, between Cat 
and Ship Island, in the State of Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
a navy yard at the west cnd of Ship Island, in the State; 
of Mississippi. 





TUESDAY, FEB. 11. 

The Cuair submitted a report from the Secretary of 
War, showing the expenditure at the national armo-. 
ries, and the arms manufactured forthe year 1839; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to he printed. 














elton ERE ac OLDS 


ce 
5 or — Barbeeste 


org 





Tn 
SSS SI SR Te 








sedliase pits SSE PEAR CEM 


SEAL ae 





REA ORRIN, 




















hii pierce: ai oy eal 


ed 














is lim incision 











ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 109 


EL EEE 
whe 








BLOODHOUNDS IN FLORIDA. Mr. Lumpxtn said the longer he lived, the more he was 
Mr Becuanan presented a memorial from the repre- | opposed to wars and fighting, and he would rejoice at 
‘sentatives of the religious Society of Friends in Penn- the approach of the day when no resort would be neces- 
sylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, and also fourteen | Sary to such sanguinary measures. | But, from the course 
memorials from citizens of the city and county of Phila- which had been pursued in the Senate and elsewhere, 
delphia, remonstrating against the employment of blood- ‘he felt bound to say that his views were different from 
hounds in the war against the Seminole Indians; and , those of many others on the subject under discussion. 
moved their reference to the Committee on Military ; As a member of Congress, or if he was connected with 
Affairs. bee Executive, he would not recommend a recourse to 
Mr. Bewtow said he wished to say a few words in re-|the measure which has been so much denounced; but if 
lation to these memorials. He supposed they were like , he was an inhabitant of that ee whose fields 
some other memorials, a large proportion of whose sign- | Were devastated, and whose women and children were 
ers were women and children. He would say that the | butchered by the ferocious and wily savage, he would 
Government contemplated no such thing as that prayed think it nO mare & crime, if he had a trusty dog, to trace 
against by these memiorialists, and they were, therefore, the lurking Indian to re Se than he would to shoot 
misdirected when they sent them here. Ifsome indi- him down when he found him. He confessed that he 
viduals of the Territory of Florida have imported such tener oe salle thn measiant the hovel aie aie 
| wo not e ; lie agains > us con- 
' sidered ‘ern sxc means of warfare. Holding these 
|opinions, he felt bound in candor to express them. If 
ithe inhabitants of Florida have resorted to this means 
which had no existence in point of fact. of terminating a protracted and destructive war, it was 
Mr. Bucnanan said he had presented these memori- | Ot the first time that bloodhounds had been employed 
rials, expecting that they would be referred to the Com- |” this continent in the contests with Indians. He would 
mittee on Military Affairs without a single remark, | pledge himself, if necessary, to produce statute books of 
knowing that they could and would, in a report of a | 50™¢ of oar States in which a premium was offered for 
dozen lines, exonerate the Government from this heavy , 7@5!ng bloodhounds for the express purpose of hunting 
charge. He could himsclf have assured the memorial- down indians. : : 
its that these bloodhounds had been imported without | Mr. Bucuanan said he purposely refrained from en- 


animals as those mentioned in the memorials, it has 
been done without the consent or knowledge of the 
Government. He was, therefore, opposed to a refer- 
ence to a committce, requiring them to act on a subject 


‘the knowledge of the War Department; but he preferred tering into a discussion of this subject, but would only 


it to come in a more official shape—as the report of a , Sy that the people of the country had a right to be in- 
committee. If his friend from Missouri would examine | formed concerning it; and the committee to which he 
these memorials, he would ascertain that they were proposed to refer these memorials, was the best source 
signed by many of the most respectable and best inform- | t® which we could apply for that information. : 

ed citizens of Philadelphia, without distinction of reli-| 7 he memorials were then referred to the Committee 
gious sect or political party. There were no women 0” Military Affairs. 
and children, as he had supposed, among the memo-| 


—_— 


rialists. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mr. Benton said he would admit the signers of these | TUESDAY, FEB. 4, 1840. 
memorials were among the best of men, but he felt dis-| My. W. Tuomrsox, from the Military Committee, in- 


posed to question their title to wisdom. They were not troduced, on leave, a bill providing for the raising of 
well informed; in fact they were worse than if they 1,600 men to serve against the Florida Indians; which 
possessed no information at all; for what they possessed! was read twice and referred to a Committee of the 
was false. The Government, so far from doing what; Whole on the state of the Union. 
waS insinuated in these memorials, had no knowledge WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5. 
whatever of it. So far from ordering these bloodhounds,; Mr, Lawrence presented the petition of Lieut. T. O 
they did not even know that it was done, until they | Selfridge, of the U. S. navy, for additional pay as com- 
‘heard of it, as the rest of us have done, through the antes of tha.tl. ft. ship North Carolina 
newspapers. Having made these remarks, he was con-| Also, the memorial of Lt. Col. Wm. H. Freeman, of 
tent that the Senate should take whatever course they the U. S. marine corps, for the payment ofa sum of a 
thought the proper one. They might be sent to the yey deposited by him, as a disbursing agent of the Gov- 
Iuitary committee, or the War Departinent, where ernment, in the Commonwealth Bank, Boston, that bank 
they would probably be sent, if referred to that com having been a Government deposite bank, and failed. 
mittee. ‘ : ‘ Mr. Tittixenasr presented the petition of Stephen 
Mr. Prestox said he had heard with surprise and sa-| Cornell, of the Revenue service, asking for pay as first 


tisfaction the declarations of the honorable Senators, on |jeyutenant in the navy. Referred to the Committee on 
this subject, whose authority is undoubted, possessed as | Naval Affairs. 


they are of such authentic sources of information. He,; Mr. Curtis presented the following : 
in common with many others, was impressed with the} ‘The memorial of Edmund Fannine praying for a 
belief that these animals were imported, if not by the loan of money from the United States. for the support 
direction, at least with the sanction, of the Government; and advancement of commerce, the fisheries &e., by ex- 
and he twas glad to hear this explicit disavowal. He ploration in the South seas. — 
would wish, however, that declarations, equally expli- | The memorial of Mary W. Thompson, widow of A. 
cit, were made as to the intentions of the Department in’ R, Thompson, late Lt. Col. in the army of the U. S. 
relation to these animals, now that they were in the fo, compensation for extra services rendered the U, s 
country; whether the Government intended to employ | by her late husband. : . 
them or not. ‘ : | “'The memorial of Ann Mix, widow of M. P. Mix, late 
Mr. Bexton read the memorial of the Society of g commander in the U. S, navy, praying for compensa- 
Friends, in which they prayed that Congress would’ tion for the use by the U. S: of the « patent manger 
put an end to the war in Florida, by extending to the’ stopper,” a machine invented by and patented to the said 
Seminoles the hand of friendship. Mr. B. said he knew | ix for paying chain cables on board vessels of war. 
that there were no better people in the world thanthe| yr. aie alte oh presented the memorial of J. Howard 
Quakers. He was raised among them, and he knew jr., J. Sprague, and others, citizens of New York and 
them well. But how wretchedly were they misinform- Brooklyn, praying for the construction of a dry dock at 
ed of the character of these Indians, when they supposed | Brooklyn. Referred to the Committe on Naval Affairs. 
that by holding out the hand of friendship we could ter- | Also, the memorial of John Whitehead and others, 
minate this war! Mr. B then referred to the treachery! owners of Key West asking for a remuneration for 
of the Indians during the last year, when an attempt was losses incurréd by the Government having occupied a 


made to end the war amicably. ‘They had invited Col. | part of the island for naval purposes. Referred to the 
Harney to establish a trading house, which being done, | Committee on Naval Affairs. 


they had gurprised the post in the hour of darkness, and MONDAY, FEB. 10. 


—* every individual they could lay their hands | The Sreaxer announced the first business in order to 
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be the reception of resolutions; and, thereupon, the of the territory in Cispute, by survey or exploration of 


States were calied in their order. 

The following resolutions, among a multitude of 
others, were submitted; all those calling on the Execu- 
tive for information, under the rules of the House, lie 
over one day for consideration. 

By Mr. Wise, 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish this House with all the information in his posses- 
sion, or on file in his Department, respecting the im- 

rtation and employment of bloodhounds and their 
tina (if foreign keepers have been employed) by the 
War Department, or by the authorities of the Territory, 
in the Florida war with the Seminole Indians. 

Mr. W. said he was already in possession of the in- 
formation which this resolution called for; and he de- 
sired to take this opportunity to state, in answer to in- 
quiries form several portions of the country, that the 
War Department had admitted the fact, officially to 
him, that this Government had authorized the employ- 
ment of bloodhounds. 

By Mr. Lowe, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the House all the informa- 
tion in his possession, or in the possession of either of 
the Departments, relating to the seizure and condemna- 
tion by the British authorities, during the year now last 
past,-of certain American vessels engaged in the fishe- 
ries. 

By Mr. Cusuine, 

Resolved, That the President of the U.S. be request- 





| the same on the part of the U.S. alone; also whether 
any measures have been adopted whereby the accuracy 
of the survey lately made under the authority of the 
British Government, when communicated, may be test- 
|ed or examined. 
By Mr. Goeain, 
| Resolved, That a committee of five members be ap- 
‘pointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into and re- 
port to this House what has been the entire expense of 
the Florida war up to the commencement of the present 
year, with the number of troops of every description 
_which have been, or are now, employed in the said war 
| in the pay of the United States; and the probable num- 
ber of hostile Indian warriors now in the Territory of 
‘Florida. Also, what causes have tended to delay the 
termination of the said war; and what is likely to be 
the probable amount of money necessary to complete 
the same. 

By Mr. Cave Jounson, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committe on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing or 
modifying the 5th section of the act of 16th March, 1802, 
and other laws in relation to double rations to the offi- 
cers of the army. 

By Mr. Coorer, of Georgia, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War lay before the 
House al] the papers and correspondence in his Depart- 
ment relating to the slaves captured by the Creek war- 
;riors, in Florida, under an agreement or contract made 
| between them and General Jesup—the delivery and dis- 





ed, if, in his opinion, compatible with the public inter-| position of the same, together with a statement showing 
est, to communicate to this House any information in | the action of his Department in relation to their delive- 
possession of the Government, respecting the assemblage | ry and sale; also, the opinion of the said Secretary on 
of Indians on the northwestern frontier; and especially ‘the claim of Gen. John C. Watson, arising on the pur- 
as to the interference of the officers or agents of any for- chase of said slaves; also, his opinion on the propriety 


eign power with the Indians of the U.S., in the vicinity 
of | the great Lakes. 

By Mr. Avams, 

Resolved, That the President of the U.S. be request- 


ed to communicate to this House, if not incompatible’ 
with the public interest, copies of any demand made by ' 


the Miister or other diplomatic representative of Spain 


in this country, of the surrender to him of the Africans | 


taken in, or belonging to, the vessel called L’Amistad, 
and of all correspondence between this Government and 
the said Minister or diplomatic representative relating 
thereto; also copies of all instructions from the Depart- 
ment of State to the district attorney of the U.S. in the 
judicial district of Connecticut, and all reports of the 
said district attorney to the said Department, relatin 
to that subject. 

By Mr. Hann, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the necessity and expediency 
of constructing a national military road from some point 
on Lake Champlain, to some point on Lake Ontario, 
on the river St. Lawrence. 

By Mr. Evans, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
and immediately constructing the arsenals, forts, forti- 
fications, and works of military defence on the frontiers 
of Maine, recommended in the reports of Brig General 
Wool and Major J. D. Graham, communicated to the 
Senate by the Secretary of War, Dec. 31, 1838. 

Mr. Evans, offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to this House copies of the arrangement enter- 
ed into between the Governor of Maine and Sir John 
Harvey, Lieut Governor of New Brunswick, through 
the mediation of Major General Scott, in the month of 
March last, together with copies of the instructions 
given to Gesieral Scott, and all correspondence with him 
relating to the subject of controversy between the State 
of Maine and the Province of New Brunswick. 


Resolved, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to this House whether any, and if any, what 
measures have been taken, since the rejection of the re- 
commendation of the King of Holland of a new line of 
boundary between the United States and New Bruns- 
wick, to obtain information in respect to the topography 


or 
S 


|of an appropriation to pay for said slaves, instead of 
causing them to be delivered up tothe proper owner 
| under the said contract. 

| By Mr. J. W. Davis, of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to this 
House, at the earliest practicable period, all such esti- 
mates, reports, and statements, in writing, as may be 
necessary to the proper drafting of a bill, providing for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road in Indiana, 
Ohio, and Illinois; and that he further submit an opin- 
ion as to the propriety and expediency of changing 
the manner of disbursing any appropriation that may be 
| made for the State of Indiana. 

By Mr. Naytor, 
| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be request- 
ed to transmit to this House copies of all the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Inquiry held at Philadelphia, in the 
oe 1839, to inquire into the conduct of Capt. Jesse D. 
lliott, of the United States navy, together with copies 
of the statements and opinions of said Court, and of all 
|the testimony, diagrams, and papers taken and intro- 
duced in the course of the said inquiry. 
By Mr. Crass, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be in- 
structed to inquire into the justice and expediency of in- 
| creasing the compensation of the militia and volunteer 
| troops when called into the service of the United States. 
By Mr. Crary, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to 
this House the number of hydrographic surveys that 
have been made hy his Department; the cost of the same; 
by whom and when made; under what authority, and 
for what purpose; and whether the publication of charts 
of said surveys would be conducive to the interests of 
commerce. 

By Mr. Leer, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be directed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation of $20,000, to be expended under the di- 
rection of the Secretary of War, in making guard fences 
along the dangerous passes of so much of the national 
road as lies within the States of Maryland, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. Taurarerro, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the existing laws of the United 
States, and report whether any and what provision is 
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necessary to direct the manner in which evidence shall 
be admitted and taken by the naval courts martial in 
the Navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Kine, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of employing 
armed steamers in the revenue service, instead of the 
vessels now in use, and of making that service a branch 
of the navy in all respects, except so far as may be ne- 
cessary to leave the general direction of it with the 
Treasury Department, and report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of constructing 
steam batteries for harbor defence, and report by bill or 
otherwise 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 
one or more navy yards on the south Atlantic coast, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of creating the 
rank of Admiral in the naval service, and report by bill 
or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. Campzett, of Tennessee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be 
required to inquire into the expediency of making pro- 


furnish this House a detailed statement of all expenses 
incurred in the prosecution of the Florida war by the 
Government of the United States, stating the name 
of the person or persons to whom any sum of money 
has been paid ; the amount paid, and for what services 
paid ; and, also, the amount of claims for services, 
losses, damages, and incidental expenses growing out 
of said war, which have been presented to the War 
Department, or any bureau thereof, and yet remain 
unsettled and unpaid. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to this House what amount of goods have been 
purchased by the Government of the United States, 
from the Ist of January, 1835, to the Ist of January, 
1840, for the Indians ; also, in what manner said goods 
were purchased, of whom purchased ; also, copies of 
all invoices of goods furnshed ; also, all the correspon- 
dence between the agents of the Government and the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the subject of fur- 
nishing said goods, to the Indians ; also, copies of the 
correspondence between the Secretary of War and the 
said Commissioner, Carey A. Harris ; also, any corres- 
pondence between the Secretary of War and the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the subject of said cor- 
respondence of said Harris. 

Mr. Casey offered the following, which lies over : 





vision for the payment of certain companies of volunteer 


militia in the State. of Tennessee, who were organized | 


and equipped, in accordance with the call of the Secre- 
tary of War and the proclamation of the Governor of said 
State, made in the year 1836, for the war with the Creek 
and Seminole Indians, and who assembled at Fayette- 
ville and Athens, in said State, under said call and pro- 
clamation, but who where not received and mustered 
into the service of the United States. 

By Mr. Raripen, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to 
report to this House the names and rank of the officers 
of the army of the United States who have been em- 
ployed since July, 1834, in paying Indian annuities or 
in making payment under treaty stipulations, showing 
the tribes or nation to whom paid, and the amount paid 
to each tribe, with the amount paid to such officers as 
salaries, per centage, per diem pay, mileage, transporta- 
tion, or subsistence ; and, also, the names and residence 
of each individual employed since 1834 in the trauspor- 
tation of moneys, goods, or other property paid to the 


Indians; the amount of and what property transported, | 


the amount paid to each person so employed, distinguish- 
ing mileage, subsistence, or per centage, and how long 
each person was so employed in each case, and for what 
tribe or nation ; and, also, the name and residence of 


each person employed in removing the Indians west of | 


the Mississippi since 1834, exclusive of the army, to- 
gether with the compensation paid to each, how long 
each was employed, and in what capacity, noting what 
was paid to each as salary, what as per diem pay, ex- 
penses incurred, or subsistences during the time so em- 
ployed ; and, also, to report the names and residence of 
all persons employed as commissioners, or by any other 
name, since 1830, to investigate claims against the In- 
dians, and the names and residence of the persons em- 
ployed to assist and aid such commissioners, whether as 
clerks, secreiarys, or attorneys, together with the loca- 
tion of the Indians when the service was rendered, the 
amount of claims investigated, the time employed, and 
the amount of compensation allowed each ; whether as 
salary, per diem allowance, expenses, transportation, 
subsistence, per centage, or incidental expenses, and to 
specify under what laws the various persons, before 
named, have been appointed tothe several employments, 
and paid. 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of ceding that 
part of the Cumberland road passing through the State 
of Indiana, to the said State of Indiana, and of appro- 
riating an amount suflicient for its construction, and 
placing the same at the disposal of the Secretary of 
War, to be applied to the construction of said road 
within said State, under the superintendence of the au- 
torities of the State of Indiana. 

By Mr. Prorrrr, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of Wr be directed to 





Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill granting a bounty in land to the organized militia- 
men, mounted militiamen, volunteers, and rangers, who 
defended the country during the late war with Great 

| Britain. 

| By Mr. Herzarp, 

| Resolved, that the Committee on Military Affairs be 
|instructed to enquire into the expediency of reducing 
, the corps of Topographical Engineers. 

| By Mr. Downine, 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to 
communicate to this House copies of the following cor- 
respondence and documents : 

1. Of Gen. Taylor with Gov Call. 

2. Of Gen. Taylor and officers under his command 
with the War Department. 

3. Of Governor Call and any other of the local au- 
thorities of Florida with the War Department, on the 
| subject of said war, and the defenceless state of the in- 
habitants of Florida. 
| 4. The instructions to Gen. Macomb, commissioned 
to adjust the differences with the Seminole Indians by 
negotiation, together with the report of said Macomb, 
| and all correspondence relating to that subject. 

5. Also, all correspondence on the subject of removing 
the resident citizens at Tampa Bay and Garey’s Ferry 
beyond the limits of the military lines of said posts, 
together with the instructions to the Marshal of East 
Florida, aad his report thereon. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to this House copies of the correspondence 
between Gen. Hernandez, of the Florida militia, and 
Capt. Giles Porter, of the United States Army, commu- 
nicated to said War Department, on the subject of the 
defence of the country south of St. Augustine, together 
with all the proceedings of inquiry thereon, and the 
correspondence with Colonel Crane and others on that 
subject. 

By Mr. Cuarman, of Iowa, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate to Congress such information as he is possessed of, 
relative to the causes requiring troops to guard the pay- 
ments of annuities to Indians on the Des Moines river, 
as recommended by him ; whether such necessity, if it 
does exist, has not arisen from the fraudulent influence 
|exercised by the traders over the agent; whether the 
project of furnishing troops did not originate at that 
agency. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to communicate to this House whether the militia of 
Iowa have been called out under the authority of the 
United States to defend said Territory ; and, if so, 
whether an appropriation is necessary to defray the ex- 
penses thereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate 
to this House what is the probable annual amount of 
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the extra freight on goods, &c. transported up and down 
the Mississippi river, and which extra freight is occa- 
sioned by the obstructions which the said river offers to 
boats navigating the same. 

2. What was the highest price paid by the Govern- 
ment during the last summer and fall seasons, for a trip 
of a steamboat from St. Louis to Fort Snelling, and back. 

3. What amount of money is usually paid in the re- 
commencement of the work upon the rapids. 

4 What will be the probable loss to the Government, 
should the improvement of the rapids not be progressed 
in during the next season. 

By Mr. Revynotps, 

Resolved, That a select committe of five be appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of amending the laws es- 
tablishing the Military Academy at West Point; so that 
the cadets .graduated at said institution shall have no 


preference over other citizens in the appointments of| 


the United States army. 











Military Intelligence. 





Gen. Taylor was expected at Pilatka, about the 6th 
Feb. to make a disposition of the country east of the 
St. John’s, lately surveyed and laid out in squares of 
ten miles, by Capt. McClellan, of the Topographical 
Engineers. 

' The General Court Martial, lately convened at Pi- 
latka, closed its labors on the 19th January. 

2nd Dragoons.—A, E, G, and I troops are west of 
the Suwannee, under command of Major Fauntleroy, 
whose Head Quarters are Appalachicola. 

Capt. Fulton arrived from Tampa at Fort Searle, 
within 8 miles of St. Augustince, on the 28th Dec. 

3d Jrtillery.—Three companies, under command of 
Lieut. Wyse, arrived at Fort Heileman, Jan. 30, from 
Middle Florida ; they are under orders to garrison the 
posts about to be established east of the St. Johns. 

Major McClintock is ordered to garrison Picolata 
with his company. 

2nd Infantry.—Major Loomis and the regimental 
staff have been ordered from Picolata to Camp Fanning. 


— 


Lt. Com’g W. C. Nicholson; Lieuts. T. T. Craven, 
J.B. Cutting; Purser S. Forrest; Acting Master B. F. 
Shattuck; Surgeon S. W. Kellogg; Passed Midship- 
man J. L. Parker, Midshipmen J. S. Ridgely, Wm. B. 
Moore; Capt’s Clerk H. D. Jones; Acting Gunner J. 
Griffin. 

Brazit squapron.—Razee Independence, Commo. Ni- 
colson, at Montevideo, Nov. 14 

Revenue Currers. —Brig Washington, Lt. Com’dt A. 
V. Frazer, at the Delaware breakwater, Feb. 5, from a 
cruise. 








DEATHS. 


On board the U. S. frigate Constitution, at sea, on 
‘the 27th Oct., Lieut. REUBEN R. PINKHAM of the 
U.S. navy 

On the 14th Dec., at Rockford, Illinois, Captain JO- 
SEPH M. BAXLEY, late of the U.S. army, eldest son 
of Georce Baxtey, of Baltimore. 

In Baltimore, on the 7th instant, in the 27th year of 
|her age, Mrs. ELLEN LEA, wife of Avperr M. Lea, 
i late of the U.S. A. 
| On the Ist Jan., 1840, at Fort Dallas, East Florida, 

Sergeant CYRUS McCULLY, of “I” company, 3d 
artillery, a native of Middlebury, Mass. His death was 
occasioned by a fall from a platform whilst employed in 
superintending the erection ‘of a building at Key Bis- 
| cayne, on the 19th Dec., 1839. He was much repect- 
‘ed, and his premature death is greatly lamented by all 
| who knew him His death has occasioned a great loss 
| to his company, both as a mechanic and a soldier. 
| Killed, at Camp Weadman, six miles west of St. 
Augustine, on the 17th ult , by the falling of a tree, 
GEORGE SHEEDS, of “ B” company, 7th infy. He 
had served in that regiment for sixteen years, and was 
a faithful and gallant soldier. 
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ARMY, NAVY, AND MARINE UNIFORMS. 
| OHN SMITH, (late of West Point,) would respettfully beg 
e@D leave to state to the officers of the above corps, that he has 
received from Washington City a copy the new regulations, 
together with the drawing of the Topographical uniforms ; and 


Capt. Smith’s company (B) left Picolata, Jan. 25, for ali orders for the same will be punctuaily attended to, and for 


field service in the vicinity of the Suwannee. 
Gupucrareemaners Ob S008 


MVaval Intelligence. _ 
U. 8S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 














warded with despatch. July 18—tf 
N.B. Embroidered Engineer belts, and all Military equip 
ments furnished as usual, at 168 Pearl street, New York City. 


; PERIODICALS. 
Tuomas R. Hamrron, of the 3d Auditor’s Office, is 





Schr. Grampus, Lt. Com’dt J? S. Paine, sailed from | Agent for the Knickerbocker, Lady’s Book, Lady’s 


New York, on Friday, Feb. 7, for the coast of Africa. 

Paciric squapron.—Frigate Constitution, Capt. Tur- 
ner, bearing the broad pendant of Commo. Claxton, 
arrived at Valparaiso, on about the 31st Oct., from Rio 
Janeivo, and sailed for Callao, Nov. 15. 

Ship St. Louis, Comm’r. Forrest, at Talcahuana, 
Nov. BI, just arrived from Valparaiso; date of arrival 
at or departure from Valparaiso not reported. 

Ship Lexington, Capt. Clack, at Valparaiso, Nov. 
24—all well—to sail in a few days for Callao. 

Ship Falmouth, Capt. McKeever, at Mazatlan, about 
the 7th Dec., last from Callao. Officers: 

Captain, Isaac McKeever; Lieutenants, Wm. B. 


Lyne, L. G. Keith, J. J. Glasson, F. Piper (acting;) | 


Surgeon, Wm. Whelan; 4ss’t Surgeon, Charles W. 
Tait; Purser, Robert Pettit; Meting Master, Hunn 
Gansevoort; Midshipmen, S. Chase Barney, 'T. H. Pat- 


terson, H. A. Clemson, R. Allison, J. H Parker, C. | 


Benham, R. H. Getty. Captain’s Clerk, H. La Rein- 
trie; Boatswain, John Knight; Gunner, Daniel James; 
Carpenter, John Rainbow; Sailmaker, Wm. Ward; 
Purser’s Steward, Elihsa Frauklin. 

Exrtorixe Exvepition.—Ships Vincennes and Pea- 
cock, brig Porpoise, and schooner Flying Fish, were at 
Otaheite, Society Islands, on the 15th of Sept., making 
surveys of the harbors, &c , and were to sail in a few 
2 on a cruise; all in good health. 

rig, Boxer, Lt. Com’dt W. C. Nicholson, arrived at 
New York, on Saturday, Feb. 8, from Rio de Janeiro, 
whence she sailed on the 12th of December. The Boxer 
has on board $100,000 in specie, consigned to Howland 
& Aspinwall, and other sums to sundry others. The 
following is a list of her officers : 


| Companion, New World, Southern Literary Messen- 
‘ger, Democratic Review, Medico+Chirurgical Review, 
Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, besides nearly 
every other Medical, Literary, and Religious periodi- 
cal extant. Orders addressed to him, post paid, will 
meet prompt attention. - Jan. 30.—tf 


MILITARY LAW OF THE UNITED STATES, 
SECOND EDITION. 

THE above work was compiled by Col. Trueman Cross, of 
the U. S. army, and contains all the laws in relation to the 

Army, Marine Corps, Militia, and Volunteers, from 1774 to 1838. 

Orders for the work, addressed, post paid, to GEORGE TEM- 

| PLEMAN, the publisher, Washington City, will be promptly 

|} attended to. Nov. 14—3m 


ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 
_ A complete file for the yon 1836, 1837, 1838 and 1839, may be 
, had at HALF PRICE, $10 for the tour years, in current money, 
| free of postage. The accumulation of extra numbers requiring 
| more room than can be couveniently spared, induces us to’ offer 
| them atthese low rates. Postage, under 100 miles, 52 cents per 
; year—over 100 miles, 78 cents per year. Jan. 2—tf 














* E. OWEN & Co., 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MERCHANT TAILORS, 
NEAR FULLER’s HOTEL, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

BES leave to inform their patrons of the Army and Navy, 

that they have made arrangements to receive, direct from 
London, gold and silver Epaulets, Embroidery, gold and sil 
ver Lace, and all the articies necessary for the equipment of offi- 
cers fur either service. of a very superior quality. 

To the officers of the Corps of Topographical Engineers, they 
would respectfully state that they have at length succeeded in 
procuring complete sets of English embroidery for their Corps, 
the quality of which has been acknowledged by gent!emen of the 
Corps of unquestionable taste atid judgment; to be the richest and 
arrest workmanship of the kind ever offered to the public. 
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